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WORDS ALIVE ANNOUNCES $30,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2011-2012

Innovative program awards 13 students funds for higher education
San Diego—June 16, 2011—Words Alive, a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults, has selected 13 outstanding young people from six San Diego County Juvenile Court and Community Schools as the 2011 Words Alive Westreich Scholarship recipients. Each will receive a scholarship award ranging from $500 to $5,000 for the 2011-2012 academic year. 

The 2011 Words Alive Westreich Scholarship program recipients are: Gicela Barrón, Sonia Grajales,  Annette Mojica, and Elizabeth Tautuiaki from Lindsay Community Day School; Carlos Estrada, Cristina Farrell, La’Shanae Johnson, and Trisha McElroy, from Toussaint Academy of the Arts and Sciences; Tony Xaypanya, from Choice Summit; Carolina Bedoya, from North County Technology and Science Academy; Judith Garcia, from MET High School; and Domminiece Willis and Jessika Valenzuela, from Monarch School.  These remarkable recipients will be attending SDSU, California State University Channel Islands, Palomar Community College, and San Diego City College. 


Unlike other scholarship programs, which typically fund only books, tuition and educational supplies, each recipient is eligible to receive funds to cover the cost of rent, food, childcare, travel expenses, and clothing, among other expenses.  Additionally, this scholarship program is unique in that each recipient is expertly matched with a one-to-one mentor who meets with them regularly throughout the school year providing guidance, direction, and often times, that simple “shoulder” to lean on.

(more)


The Words Alive Westreich Scholarship Program was created by Ruth Westreich, a noted San Diego philanthropist, whose generosity with Words Alive allowed for the founding of the scholarship. The program awards scholarships to past Words Alive Adolescent Book Group program participants to support them in their pursuit of higher education at the college or vocational level.

 
“Words Alive is honored that Ruth Westreich and the Westreich Foundation established the Words Alive Westreich scholarship. Their generosity has allowed us to help many bright, talented, dedicated teens achieve their educational goals. The whole community will benefit from what the students, in turn, offer back to all of us,” remarks Words Alive founder and board member, Leslye Lyons. 

About The Westreich Foundation

The Westreich Foundation is committed to the healthy growth of nonprofit and philanthropy in San Diego by creating collaborations that work and encouraging consensus building among the key stake holders in our community. For more information, please access the foundation website at www.thewestreichfoundation.org. 

About Words Alive

Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a non-profit reading advocacy organization whose mission is to open opportunities for life success by inspiring a commitment to reading.  Focusing on underserved communities and at-risk youth, Words Alive develops innovative programs designed to enhance cognitive and verbal skills, instill a love of reading and books, and enhance self esteem.  For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon and giving opportunities, please contact Patrick Stewart, Executive Director, at (858) 274-9673, Patrick@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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