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WORDS ALIVE FOUNDER, LESLY LYONS RECEIVES CHANNEL 10 LEADERSHIP AWARD
San Diego—May 4, 2010—Words Alive, a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults, is excited to announce that the founder, Leslye Lyons was recently selected as the San Diego Channel 10 Leadership Award winner.

As a voracious reader and professional book group facilitator, Leslye Lyons established Words Alive in May 1999 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. After scanning San Diego’s literacy landscape, she found that while there were numerous programs providing one-on-one literacy tutoring teaching functionally illiterate individuals how to read, there were few programs that demonstrated the enriching experience reading provides.

Lyons set about to create such a program, resulting in the development of the Words Alive Adolescent Book Group (ABG), which was based on the traditional book club model of simply reading a book and then hosting a facilitated discussion with club members. She and a team of volunteers took the initial concept and tested it with another local entity serving at-risk populations. After it proved successful, Words Alive then developed curriculum and training materials and piloted the program at Lindsay Community Day School, which serves pregnant and parenting teens. Today, the program continues to be administered by highly trained, skilled book group facilitators and volunteers who use books and thoughtfully planned curriculum guides to reach at-risk teens. 


Currently, Words Alive serves more than 1,250 at-risk, underserved, low-income children, teens and adults monthly with its innovative, integrated programming approach. Our programs complement school curricula designed for children and youth who have become disengaged from school, are not learning in traditional school programs or do not meet public school performance guidelines. Programs also support parents and caregivers in their efforts to encourage a love of reading and books in their children.

Lyons has more than 25 years of nonprofit sector experience as both a salaried and volunteer professional. As the Words Alive founder, she has served the organization in various capacities including board chair and as its pro bono executive director. Lyons has facilitated hundreds of book group discussions for adults and youth and serves as a consultant to book groups across the country. She currently writes and distributes Literary Lines, a newsletter for readers and book group members, and served as book review editor of the San Diego Heritage Newspaper for five years. Lyons earned a bachelor’s degree from Washington University and a master’s degree in social work from Yeshiva University.

About Words Alive
Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a non-profit organization that helps underserved, low-income, at-risk children, teens and adults discover how books can add meaning to their lives. Instead of teaching the skill of reading, Words Alive engages its program participants in the joy of reading with innovative programs and initiatives with the goal of creating lifelong readers and learners. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon and giving opportunities, please contact Patrick Stewart, Executive Director, at (858) 274-9673, patrick@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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