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LOU DUNST SHARES HIS ACCOUNT ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST WITH WORDS ALIVE
As part of the Words Alive Adolescent Book Group partnership with 
JCCS and the North County Technology and Science Academy
San Diego—May 20, 2010—Words Alive, a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults, will feature Lou Dunst, a local Holocaust survivor, during an Adolescent Book Group session at the North County Technology and Science Academy on Tuesday, May 25, 2010. 
 
The Words Alive Adolescent Book Group program serves at-risk adolescents, most of whom have been referred to specialized community schools by the Juvenile Court system and have experienced extraordinary circumstances such as violence, pregnancy and homelessness. Each month between October and May, a facilitator and up to seven trained volunteers conduct facilitated book group discussions. Through reading and sharing opinions about books, book group participants enhance self-esteem and develop the ability to put their own life experience into larger context.

 
The Adolescent Book Group program is currently offered at five Juvenile Court and Community Schools (JCCS) in San Diego County, including Choice Summit School, Lindsay School, Monarch School, Mission School at Casa de Amparo, and North County Technology & Science Academy.
 
Detained at the Auschwitz-Biirkenau complex in Poland, Lou Dunst became a victim of the Holocaust. Dunst and his siblings escaped death in 1945 and made their way to America. Dunst now resides in San Diego, where he is a successful businessman and advocate in the civic and Jewish Community. Referring to it as his “obligation to share his experiences,” Dunst speaks extensively on the Holocaust and related topics to civic and educational groups. 
About Words Alive
Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a non-profit organization that helps underserved, low-income, at-risk children, teens and adults discover how books can add meaning to their lives. Instead of teaching the skill of reading, Words Alive engages its program participants in the joy of reading with innovative programs and initiatives with the goal of creating lifelong readers and learners. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon and giving opportunities, please contact Kamie Cicinelli, Interim Executive Director, at (858) 274-9673, kamie@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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