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2010 VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 
San Diego—June 11, 2010—Words Alive, a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults, is pleased to announce the success of the 2010 Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon. The event took place on Wednesday June 9, 2010 from 12 pm-1:30 pm at the Santa Clara Recreation Center with 37 attendees. The Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon was intended to honor its 203 volunteers for their hard work and dedication to the organization.  

Words Alive offers many programs for volunteers to get involved with such as Early Literacy Intervention, Adolescent Book Group, Storytime, Board Membership, and Mentoring.  These volunteers are truly the backbone of Words Alive.    

The event paid tribute to all of its volunteers and awarded a select few.

· Volunteer of the Year: Kamie Cicinelli
· ELI Volunteer of the Year: Julie Adams (with special recognition made to her reading partner, Betty Schwartz)
· ABG Volunteer of the Year: Kay Gurtin
· Rookie of the Year: Judy Finn
· Mentors of the Year: Clare Pister and Jeffrey Heil
· Storytime Volunteer of the Year: Max Hoang
· Youth Volunteer of the Year: Katie Brenske
· Unsung Hero: Carmen Levenso
· Apple Award: Leroy Judkins
· Office Volunteer of the Year: Marcia Fram
About Words Alive
Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a non-profit organization that helps underserved, low-income, at-risk children, teens and adults discover how books can add meaning to their lives. Instead of teaching the skill of reading, Words Alive engages its program participants in the joy of reading with innovative programs and initiatives with the goal of creating lifelong readers and learners. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon and giving opportunities, please contact Chrissy Califf, Program Manager, at (858) 274-9673, chrissy@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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