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MET HIGH SCHOOL AND WORDS ALIVE ORGANIZE BOOK DRIVE
Student-run Book Drive Collects 671 Books
San Diego-( June 17, 2010)- The students at MET High School collected 671 new and gently used youth, adolescent, and reference  books in a recent book drive partnered with Words Alive. The drive, spanning over about three weeks, was completely student-run and organized by MET High School Students and Words Alive interns, Tray Hayes and Judith Garcia. Words Alive will use the collected books to support their numerous literacy-promotion programs, including the creation of a new Lending Library at Bayview Childhood Development Center. They will also donate the books to the East County Department of Health and Human Services for parenting workshops and Child Welfare Services. In these venues low income parents and children will be given the access they may not otherwise have to children’s books. 

“I’ve learned that these book drives take work, organization, dedication, and time,” said Tray Hayes, MET High School senior and Words Alive Intern. “Running this drive definitely made me appreciate the work Words Alive does all the more.”

San Diego MET High School is a unique Title I alternative middle college high school on the campus of San Diego Mesa College. As part of the Big Picture Company, MET High School emphasizes preparing students for college and the workforce through active learning, academic rigor, and community involvement. Students get the change to discover and explore their passions and interests by participating in internships in the San Diego community. More than 98% of the first graduating class at San Diego MET High School’s in 2004 attended either a two or four year college. More than 75% of the students are the first in their families to go to college. 
About Words Alive
Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a non-profit organization that helps underserved, low-income, at-risk children, teens and adults discover how books can add meaning to their lives. Instead of teaching the skill of reading, Words Alive engages its program participants in the joy of reading with innovative programs and initiatives with the goal of creating lifelong readers and learners. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon and giving opportunities, please contact Kamie Cicinelli, executive director, at (858) 274-9673, kamie@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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