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FIVE-TIME NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR TO PRESENT AT WORDS ALIVE ANNUAL AUTHORS’ LUNCHEON

Event Part of Year Long 10th Anniversary Celebration
San Diego—September 17, 2009—Words Alive, a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults, will feature five-time New York Times best-selling author Christopher Bohjalian as its annual Authors’ Luncheon keynote speaker. Kaylie Jones, an established author in her own right, will join Bohjalian as a speaker. The Authors’ Luncheon will take place Tuesday, October 20, 2009 at the Hyatt Regency La Jolla at Aventine and is part of the Words Alive year-long anniversary celebration commemorating 10 years of serving the San Diego community.
“We are thrilled that both Mr. Bohjalian and Ms. Jones have agreed to speak at this very special event,” said Linda Ravden, event chair and board member, Words Alive. “Being able to feature authors of this caliber really speaks to the strong reputation of our organization and the success of the Words Alive Annual Authors’ Luncheon over the past six years. With a stellar event committee in place, we expect the 2009 Authors’ Luncheon to be the best one ever.”
Bohjalian is an award- winning author best- known for his novel, Midwives, a number one New York Times bestseller and an Oprah’s Book Club selection. He is the author of 10 other novels including Skeletons at the Feast, The Double Bind, Before You Know Kindness, and The Law of Similars. His work has been translated into more than 25 languages and Midwives and Past the Bleachers were both made into movies. His next book, Secrets of Eden, will be published on February 2, 2010.

Jones is the author of five novels including A Soldier’s Daughter Never Cries, which became a Merchant /Ivory film, As Soon As It Rains, Celeste Ascending, Speak Now, and Quite the Other Way. She has also written numerous short stories and screenplays. Born in Paris, she is the daughter of author James Jones, whose work includes From Here to Eternity and The Thin Red Line. Her new memoir entitled Lies My Mother Never Told Me, is about growing up as the daughter of literary royalty, and will be published in August 2009.

The Authors’ Luncheon is the Words Alive signature annual fundraising event and benefits its innovative literacy programs. The event opens at 10 am with the Words Alive Market Place featuring San Diego-based Warwick’s Books and Geppetto’s Toys, each donating a percentage of the day’s sales to Words Alive, along with a variety of other vendors. Both authors will greet fans and sign books from 10-11:30 am and immediately after the luncheon ends, from 1:30-2:30. 
Along with celebrating Words Alive and its 10th anniversary, the luncheon will also honor Leslye Lyons, who founded Words Alive and served as its pro bono executive director from 1999-2006. Sandra Mass, the host of KUSI’s Inside San Diego and weekday news anchor for Good Morning San Diego, will emcee the event. 

General admission tickets are $100 and include a signed copy of Skeletons at the Feast. Lies My Mother Never Told Me will also be on sale all day during the Authors’ Luncheon. Because the event is expected to sell out as it has every year, advance reservations are required. No tickets will be available at the door. A limited number of table sponsorships are available and start at $1,500.
About Words Alive
Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a non-profit organization that helps underserved, low-income, at-risk children, teens and adults discover how books can add meaning to their lives. Instead of teaching the skill of reading, Words Alive engages its program participants in the joy of reading with innovative programs and initiatives with the goal of creating lifelong readers and learners. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon and giving opportunities, please contact Jennifer Williamson, executive director, at (858) 274-9673, jennifer@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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