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WORDS ALIVE MAGIC OF BOOKS CELEBRATION RAISES $130,000
Fifth Annual Authors’ Luncheon Draws 600 Book Lovers and Literacy Supporters
San Diego—November 13, 2008—Words Alive, a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults, is pleased to announce that its Fifth Annual Authors’ Luncheon raised $130,000. The event took place on Thursday, October 16, 2008 from 10 am-1:30 pm at the Four Seasons Resort Aviara. The Authors’ Luncheon is the Words Alive signature annual fundraising event and all net proceeds benefit the organization and its literacy programs for at-risk children, youth and adults.


“Even with the economic downturn, our event was still able to draw a record crowd of 600 people,” said Laurie Doyle, Words Alive board chair and co-chair of the event. “This demonstrates to us how deeply our community and longtime supporters care about the important work we do.” 

Best-selling novelists Gregory Maguire and Brunonia Barry greeted fans and signed books until 11:30 am when the luncheon portion of the program began and then presented before the massive crowd. The event served as the official launch of Maguire’s latest book, A Lion Among Men, Volume Three in the Wicked Years. Barry’s novel, The Lace Reader, was released July 29 and hit the New York Times best-seller list prior to the event. The Lace Reader is her first novel.

The event also featured the Words Alive Market Place with San Diego-based Warwick’s Books and Geppetto’s Toys each donating a percentage of the day’s sales to Words Alive. Kathi Diamant, award-winning author, actress, TV and radio broadcaster, emceed the event. The program included a tribute to Ruth Westreich and The Westreich Foundation, founder of the Words Alive Westreich Scholarship Program, which officially launched in June 2008. Raffle tickets for a $1,000 gift certificate to Charriol U.S.A., among other fabulous prizes, were available for sale throughout the event. 
About Words Alive

Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults. Words Alive currently offers four essential programs: The Early Literacy Intervention program is implemented at state-funded daycare centers where volunteers conduct weekly read-aloud and book-related activity sessions. The Adolescent Book Group complements high school curricula and is designed for at-risk teens that have become disengaged from school or are not learning in traditional school programs. The Libraries Project procures new and gently used books through private donations and organized book drives, catalogues and then distributes them to partner sites throughout the San Diego community including youth centers, school libraries and classrooms. The Words Alive Westreich Scholarship program awards up to six scholarships a year to past Adolescent Book Group Program participants. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon or to make a cash or in-kind donation, please contact Jennifer Williamson, executive director, at (858) 274-9673, jennifer@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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