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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

GEPPETTO’S BUCKS 4 BOOKS PROMOTION TO BENEFIT WORDS ALIVE
Toy Store Partners with Literacy Organization to Support Book Distribution Program
San Diego—October 28, 2008—Words Alive, a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults, has been chosen by Geppetto’s Toys as the beneficiary of its new Bucks 4 Books promotion. The promotion will run November 1-30, 2008 and 100 percent of all proceeds will benefit the Words Alive Libraries Project, which collects new and used books and puts them in the hands of those most in need in San Diego County. All six Geppetto's store locations in Fashion Valley, Carmel Valley, Carlsbad, La Jolla, 4S Ranch, and Otay Ranch will participate.

“Words Alive reaches out to people that might never be exposed to books and reading for enjoyment,” said Brian Miller, president, Geppetto’s Toys. “As a toy store owner, I get to see on a daily basis the pleasure that books and toys bring to our customers. Central to the Bucks 4 Books promotion is supporting Words Alive in its effort to bring the joy of reading and book ownership to those who otherwise can’t afford it.” 

Throughout the month of November, Geppetto’s employees will ask customers at the point of sale to contribute $4 to support the Words Alive Libraries project. The $4 figure was chosen because, through a partnership with First Book, Words Alive is able to purchase a new children’s book for $4 or less and up to 16 books for that amount during special First Book promotions. Purchased books will replace worn out books in the lending libraries Words Alive has created at its program partner sites, primarily state-funded pre-schools and schools targeting at-risk teens. New books will also be given to Words Alive program participants to incentivize them to read regularly. Geppetto’s underwrote all costs associated with the promotion.


“The Words Alive team is absolutely delighted to be chosen as the beneficiary of Bucks 4 Books,” said Laurie Doyle, president, Words Alive Board of Directors. “Donated funds will allow us to create more lending libraries, for which there is a tremendous need, and we will be able update existing libraries, replacing worn books and building collections. And for those children to whom we donate books, they are often the first books they’ve ever owned and their delight in book ownership is indescribable.”
About Geppetto’s Toys

Geppetto's Toys is San Diego's neighborhood toy store, with six locations throughout San Diego County and operating locally for more than 30 years. Good toys and play are a critical component of healthy child development and Geppetto's Toys stocks a wide variety of wholesome, classic and creative playthings that encourage the imagination, learning, and exploration. The local chain is proud to support a variety of nonprofit activities and initiatives within San Diego communities including preschools, elementary schools, and social service agencies such as Words Alive. For more information about Geppetto's Toys contact Brian Miller, president, at (858) 551-1070 or access the Geppetto’s website at www.geppettostoys.com. 

About Words Alive

Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults. Words Alive currently offers four essential programs: The Early Literacy Intervention program is implemented at state-funded daycare centers where volunteers conduct weekly read-aloud and book-related activity sessions. The Adolescent Book Group complements high school curricula and is designed for at-risk teens that have become disengaged from school or are not learning in traditional school programs. The Libraries Project procures new and gently used books through private donations and organized book drives, catalogues and then distributes them to partner sites throughout the San Diego community including youth centers, school libraries and classrooms. The Words Alive Westreich Scholarship program awards up to six scholarships a year to past Adolescent Book Group Program participants. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon or to make a cash or in-kind donation, please contact Jennifer Williamson, executive director, at (858) 274-9673, jennifer@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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