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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

JENNIFER WILLIAMSON APPOINTED EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF WORDS ALIVE

San Diego—June 5, 2008—Words Alive, a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults, has selected Jennifer Williamson as its new executive director. Williamson will be responsible for the consistent achievement of the organization’s mission and financial objectives and will guide, build and enhance organizational capacity to better meet the needs of the community it serves. 


“It was essential for us to bring someone on board who could make certain that we remain true to our founder’s vision and ensure that our mission is carried out as we move forward with agency and program expansion,” said Laurie Doyle, board president, Words Alive. “With more than 13 years of experience in both the private and non-profit sectors, Jennifer’s skill set is a perfect match with the needs of Words Alive, particularly at this critical juncture in its growth. The board is confident that with Jennifer at the helm and the continued support of our volunteers and community of contributors, we are poised to bring Words Alive to a whole new level.”

In her first six years after graduating from the University of San Diego with a degree in mass media communication, Williamson worked as a public relations professional for two top 10 San Diego public relation firms. In 2002, upon revaluating her corporate career, she decided to embark on a new career path in the non-profit sector, where she has remained ever since. Williamson was most recently the executive director of Golden Care Academy, where she spent four years building the organization from the ground floor up. After putting this vocational healthcare careers academy on the path towards long term sustainability, she fulfilled a lifelong dream of working in the field of literacy by assuming the post of Words Alive’ executive director.

“As a voracious reader and passionate literacy advocate, being chosen to lead and guide an organization founded to promote a love of reading really is a dream come true,” said Williamson. “I look forward to working with our founder, Leslye Winkelman Lyons, board chair Laurie Doyle, and the rest of our 13 member board to build on the Words Alive mission and to expand our programs to promote a love of reading among ever increasing numbers of San Diego County residents.”
About Words Alive
Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a non-profit organization that helps at-risk children and teens discover how books can add meaning to their lives. Through shared reading experiences, volunteers convey their passion for literature and inspire youth to become lifelong readers. Words Alive currently offers three essential programs that inspire a commitment to reading. The Early Literacy Intervention program is implemented at four state funded daycare centers where volunteers conduct weekly read aloud and book-related activity sessions. The Adolescent Book Group complements high school curricula and is designed for at-risk teens that may have become disengaged from school or are not learning in traditional school programs. Volunteers meet monthly in a group setting with program participants to share and discuss that month’s book selection at four sites throughout San Diego. Within the libraries program, new and gently used books are collected through private donations and organized book drives, catalogued and then distributed to partner sites throughout the San Diego community including youth centers, school libraries and classrooms. Words Alive also restocks library shelves, establishes classroom libraries and puts books directly into the hands of children, youth and adults in need. In addition to its literacy programs, Words Alive supports the continuing education of its ABG participants with an endowed scholarship program, named the Westreich Scholarship Fund after founder and philanthropist Ruth Westreich. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon and making cash or in-kind donations, please contact Jennifer Williamson, executive director, at (858) 274-9673, jennifer@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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