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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

GREGORY MAGUIRE TO LAUNCH LATEST BOOK AT WORDS ALIVE AUTHORS’ LUNCHEON

Event Expected to Draw a Standing Room Only Crowd of Book Lovers and Literacy Supporters 

San Diego—September 9, 2008—Words Alive is pleased to announce that its Fifth Annual Authors’ Luncheon, taking place on October 16, 2008 from 10 am-1:30 pm at the Four Seasons Resort Aviara, has been selected by publisher HarperCollins to serve as the official, worldwide launch of best-selling author Gregory Maguire’s latest book, “A Lion Among Men, Volume Three in the Wicked Years.” Maguire will spend the morning signing books and then will speak before an anticipated standing room only crowd. 


“The Words Alive Authors’ Luncheon has been gaining momentum every year, and is one of the premier literacy events in San Diego, drawing some 700 attendees last year,” said Laurie Doyle, board chair and co-chair of the event. “It is because of this success that we were able to secure the exclusive rights to this book launch and Mr. Maguire as our guest speaker.” 
Tickets for the event are limited with fewer than 300 now available. The first 400 were sold in a special presale to prior event sponsors and attendees.
Gregory Maguire is the author of six novels for adults and more than a dozen novels for children. His adult novels, all published by HarperCollins, are “Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West,” “Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister,” “Lost,” “Mirror Mirror,” “Son of a Witch,” and the forthcoming “A Lion Among Men.” “Wicked: The Musical,” the Tony Award-winning Broadway show based upon Maguire’s work, will celebrate its fifth year anniversary in October 2008. Its four North American and three international companies have cumulatively grossed more than $1 billion and have been seen by over 12.5 million people worldwide. Maguire has also been the recipient of several awards and fellowships throughout his career. 

The Authors’ Luncheon is the Words Alive signature annual fundraising event, and all proceeds benefit the organization and its literacy programs for at-risk children, youth and adults. The event opens at 10 am with the Words Alive Market Place featuring San Diego-based Warwick’s Books and Geppetto’s Toys, each donating a percentage of the day’s sales to Words Alive. Maguire will greet fans and sign books until 11:30 am when the luncheon portion of the program begins. 
Kathi Diamant, award-winning author, actress, TV and radio broadcaster well known for her work with KPBS and an author in her own right, will emcee the event. The program will also include a tribute to The Westreich Foundation, founder of the Words Alive Westreich Scholarship Program. Raffle tickets for a $1,000 gift certificate to Charriol U.S.A. and a $500 gift certificate to Tucci Boutique, among other fabulous prizes, will be available for sale throughout the event, with all proceeds benefiting Words Alive. 
About Words Alive

Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults. Words Alive currently offers three essential programs: The Early Literacy Intervention program is implemented at state funded daycare centers where volunteers conduct weekly read aloud and book-related activity sessions. The Adolescent Book Group complements high school curricula and is designed for at-risk teens that have become disengaged from school or are not learning in traditional school programs. The Libraries Project procures new and gently used books through private donations and organized book drives, catalogues and then distributes them to partner sites throughout the San Diego community including youth centers, school libraries and classrooms. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon and ticket sales and making cash or in-kind donations, please contact Jennifer Williamson, executive director, at (858) 274-9673, jennifer@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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