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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

WORDS ALIVE WESTREICH SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS SELECTED
Six Recipients Awarded $18,000 to Pursue Secondary Education Opportunities
San Diego—June 17, 2008—Words Alive, a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults, has selected six outstanding young women as the first Words Alive Westreich Scholarship recipients. The scholarship program was created in 2007 with a $175,000 gift from Mrs. Ruth Westreich and The Westreich Foundation.

“Mrs. Westreich has been a longtime supporter of Words Alive, first underwriting our annual Authors Luncheon and now generously creating The Westreich Scholarship Fund,” said Laurie Doyle, president, Words Alive board of directors. “The creation of this fund will allow Words Alive to continue its relationship with its Adolescent Book Group program participants and further motivate them to pursue higher education opportunities.” 

The 2008 Westreich Scholarship Fund recipients, each of whom received a $3,000 scholarship, are as follows: Jenny Amaya and Alicia Sarabia, Lindsay School; Jessica Captain, The Monarch School; Monika Duenas, Sonia Figueroa, Orlanda Vicens, Toussaint Academy of Arts and Sciences. All recipients are either currently attending San Diego City College or preparing to do so. 

To be considered for funds, all applicants must be high school seniors or graduates between the ages of 17-23 and current or past participants in the Words Alive Adolescent Book Group program, which is currently offered at four area schools: Lindsay School, Monarch School, Mission School at Casa de Amparo and Toussaint Academy of Arts and Sciences. In addition, applicants are required to demonstrate economic need, complete a rigorous application process, and must be planning to or already to attending an accredited 2- or 4-year college, university or licensed trade/vocational school in the United States. Funds are disbursed to the scholarship recipients’ school and may only be used to cover the cost of tuition and fees, books, computers, and other college related expenses.

About The Westreich Foundation
The Westreich Foundation, founded by San Diego philanthropist Ruth Westreich, is committed to the healthy growth of nonprofit and philanthropy in San Diego by creating collaborations that work and encouraging consensus building among the key stake holders in our community. The Westreich Foundation is also committed to helping create a paradigm shift in the way medical care is delivered in this country.
About Words Alive
Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a non-profit organization that helps disadvantaged, at-risk children and teens discover how books can add meaning to their lives. Words Alive currently offers three essential programs that inspire a commitment to reading. The Early Literacy Intervention program is implemented at four state funded daycare centers where volunteers conduct weekly read aloud and book-related activity sessions. The Adolescent Book Group complements high school curricula and is designed for at-risk teens that may have become disengaged from school or are not learning in traditional school programs. Within the libraries program, new and gently used books are collected through private donations and organized book drives, catalogued and then distributed to partner sites throughout the San Diego community including youth centers, school libraries and classrooms. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon and making cash or in-kind donations, please contact Jennifer Williamson, executive director, at (858) 274-9673, jennifer@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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