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For Immediate Release

WORDS ALIVE LAUNCHES FOUR NEW PROGRAM SITES IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY
Program Participation Expected to Top 600 Kids and Teens a Year
San Diego—December 3, 2008—Words Alive, a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults, is pleased to announce it has launched four new program sites at Choice Summit School, North County Technology & Science Academy (NCT&SA), Alvin Dunn Elementary School and Joli Ann Leichtag Elementary School. This brings the total number of sites served to 12 and the anticipated number of participants to more than 600 a year.
“We are committed to sustainable program expansion with the goal of exposing increasing numbers of at-risk and low-income students to the pleasure of books and reading,” said Laurie Doyle, Words Alive board chair. “We have been able to open up these four new sites with the continued support of our dedicated volunteer force and community of contributors.” 
Words Alive has partnered with Choice Summit School and NCT&SA to offer its Adolescent Book Group (ABG) program, which serves at-risk adolescents, most of whom have been referred to specialized community schools by the Juvenile Court system and have experienced extraordinary circumstances such as violence, pregnancy and homelessness. Volunteers read a designated book on their own time and then attend the monthly book group and help facilitate a lively discussion among the program participants. The ABG program encourages open communication, models appropriate book group behavior and supports an environment where participants engaged in reading and sharing opinions about books. As a result, book group participants enhance self-esteem and develop the ability to put their own life experience into larger context.
In offering its Early Literacy Intervention (ELI) program, Words Alive has partnered with Alvin Dunn Elementary School and Joli Ann Leichtag Elementary School. A read-aloud program, it serves pre-kindergarten-age children from mostly low-income households. In teams of two, trained volunteers read weekly at assigned sites and also conduct enrichment activities. The sessions are designed to help children develop cognitive and verbal skills, a love of reading books and help prepare them to meet California State kindergarten preparedness standards. By focusing on pre-kindergarten students and reinforcing pre-literacy skills, volunteers facilitate the children’s later adjustment to the kindergarten reading requirements.

Choice Summit School and NCT&SA are both alternative schools that provide standard-based education for at-risk teens, allowing students to continue to pursue all of the requirements for graduation as well as providing career guidance, counseling, work experience and participation in a mentor program. These schools are committed to providing a link between the unique needs of the students and the social services available in the community.

The Alvin Dunn Elementary School and the Joli Ann Leichtag Elementary School are both operated by the Educational Enrichment System Incorporated (EES). EES serves low-income children and offers an environment in which a child, regardless of individual needs and background, can enter the classroom and through hands-on play, master skills appropriate to his/her age level. The programs are planned to nurture the whole child through an integrated curriculum. Children are guided through learning experiences that are developmentally appropriate in achieving individual capabilities and school readiness. 
Choice Summit School is located in Central San Diego. NCT&SA, Alvin Dunn Elementary School and the Joli Ann Leichtag Elementary School are located in North County.

About Words Alive

Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a leading San Diego non-profit literacy organization that inspires a commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and adults. Words Alive currently offers four essential programs: 1) the Early Literacy Intervention program is implemented at publically funded daycare centers where volunteers conduct weekly read-aloud and book-related activity sessions; 2) the Adolescent Book Group complements high school curricula and is designed for at-risk teens that have become disengaged from school or are not learning in traditional school programs; 3) the Libraries Project procures new and gently used books through private donations and organized book drives, catalogues and then distributes them to partner sites throughout the San Diego community including youth centers, school libraries and classrooms and 4) the Words Alive Westreich Scholarship program awards up to six scholarships a year to past Adolescent Book Group Program participants. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities, annual Authors Luncheon or to make a cash or in-kind donation, please contact Jennifer Williamson, executive director, at (858) 274-9673, jennifer@wordsalive.org or access our website at www.wordsalive.org. 
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