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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Animals 

• Body size 

 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

ACTUAL SIZE 

ACTUAL SIZE  

AUTHOR:  STEVE JENKINS 

ILLUSTRATOR:  STEVE JENKINS 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Actual Size 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

On a trip to the San Diego Zoo with my son Alec, who was 12 at the time, I saw a metal cast of a 

gorilla's hand. It was mounted at a child's height, and every child (and many adults) that walked 

past compared his/her hand to the gorilla's hand. I thought at the time that here was a book 

asking to be made. I wanted to include large and small animals, some familiar and some less well 

known. The biggest problem was how to show animals that are much larger than the book. The 

solution was to include just a part — an eye, a foot, or a snout. At the back of the book are small 

illustrations showing each animal in its entirety along with information about habits, diet, and 

habitat. (from stevejenkinsbooks.com) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Steve Jenkins was born in Hickory, North Carolina. When he was young, he worked with his father 

(a scientist) on a book about the Solar System. He has lived in North Carolina, Panama, Virginia, 

Kansas, and Colorado. Wherever he lived, he kept a menagerie of lizards, turtles, spiders, and 

other animals, collected rocks and fossils, and blew things up in his small chemistry lab. Steve 

went to art school in North Carolina, where he studied graphic design. Then he moved to New 

York City and worked with his wife, Robin Page, in their small graphic design firm. Robin is also an 

author and illustrator and a frequent collaborator (they've made sixteen children's books 

together). They now live in Boulder, Colorado, with their three children in a house that was built 

in the 1880s. His children ask him a lot of questions, which give him ideas for stories. (from 

stevejenkinsbooks.com) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

(see above) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• (cover) Wow! That’s a pretty big hand (reader: hold your hand over the gorilla’s hand to 

show relative size) 

https://youtu.be/_xMh7ON99mc


• (cover) I wonder if there’s more to see if we open up the cover to see the front and the back together. 

• (cover) How many names do you see on this cover? We’ve seen this before. What does it mean? 

• (title page) Look at how big the title is! Especially compared to the pygmy shrew, which is two inches long. 

• I read on the author/illustrator’s website that he got the idea for this book when he went to the San Diego Zoo and saw the 

statue of the gorilla 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

• (p. 2) Look at how teeny the dwarf goby is.  

• (p. 4) Oh my. That’s a pretty big eye.  

• (p. 5) What kind of meat do you think this bear eats? 

• (p. 7) 9 ft. tall! That’s as high or higher than the ceiling in here. 

• (p. 9) What kind of insects are on this long, skinny tongue? 

• (p. 11) This spider is big enough to eat a bird. That’s pretty big! 

• (p. 14) What does it mean that the saltwater crocodile is a “man-eater”? 

• (p. 18) Why is this too close to a great white shark? Is it okay if we’re looking at an illustration in a book? 

• (p. 19) Here are illustrations of the same animals that are on the cover. 

• (p. 25-26) (reader: before reading the words ask) Can you guess what animal this is? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Examine the information in the back of the book. Share some details with the students (e.g. the giant anteater has no teeth; 

the ostrich, the largest bird, cannot fly; etc.) 

• Is this fiction (made up) or non-fiction (fact)? Why do you think that? 

• Oh look. On the very last page, where they have all the small print, on the very last page of the book, there’s another 

animal! 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• (p. 1) What kind of bird do you think this might be mistaken for? A hummingbird? A crow? A pigeon?  

• (p. 4) If you think this eye is larger than your eye, spread your arms wide. If you think this eye is smaller than your eye, put 

your hands close together. 

• (p. 22) If we heard this animal in real life, what would it sound like? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• (title page) Turn to your neighbor to talk about what the word “pygmy” might mean. Share with the class. 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• (title page) I wonder how many inches the title is? Do you think it’s more than two inches (the size of the pygmy shrew)? 

• Take a close look at the illustrations and see if you can tell how they were created. (paper) 

• (p. 13) How does the illustrator make the crocodile’s snout as long as it has to be? 

• Which is your favorite page in this book? Why? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Provide students with rulers. Have them measure their eye (p. 4), teeth (p. 18) and hand (p. 19), etc. and 

compare with what’s in the book. 



2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• Pick an animal to compare yourself with. Write its name. Draw a picture of the animal next to a picture of 

yourself. Keep in mind your size in comparison to that animal. 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Pick some items from around the classroom (balls, pencils, erasers, etc.). With a ruler, measure to see which 
is larger and which is smaller. Make a list with two columns, larger in one column, smaller in the other, one 
line per pair of items. 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1, K.3, K.4, K.5, K.6, K.7, K.8, K.10 

 


