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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Friendship 

• Fantasy 

 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

ALEXANDER AND THE 
WIND-UP MOUSE 

ALEXANDER AND THE WIND-UP 

MOUSE  

AUTHOR: LEO LIONNI 

ILLUSTRATOR: LEO LIONNI8 

  

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Alexander always seems to create a ruckus. The family he lives with screams when they see him 

and chase him with a broom. One day, he meets another mouse, Willie, who looks just like him, 

small and gray. Except this mouse has two wheels, instead of legs, and a key in his back. The two 

enjoy each other's company immensely, but when Alexander is alone in his hole, he wishes he 

were loved and cuddled by the family, same as Willie. Alexander longs to be like Willie. One day, 

Willie tells Alexander of a magic lizard who has the power to change one animal into another. But 

will this lizard actually help Willie when he needs it the most? (scholastic.com) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 

Leo Lionni was born in Holland in 1910 of Dutch parents, and although his education did not 

include formal art courses (he had a doctorate in economics from the University of Genoa), he 

spent much of his free time as a child in Amsterdam's museums, teaching himself to draw. Lionni 

launched his career as an author/illustrator of books for children in 1959. Leo Lionni wrote and 

illustrated more than 40 highly acclaimed children's books. He received the 1984 American 

Institute of Graphic Arts Gold Medal and was a four-time Caldecott Honor Winner for Inch by 

Inch, Frederick, Swimmy, and Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse. Leo Lionni died in October of 

1999 at his home in Tuscany, Italy, at the age of 89. (scholastic.com) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these prompts before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• Which mouse is Alexander? What clues did you use to decide? 

• What is Alexander standing in? (Russian stacking doll)  If you’ve seen on before, give 

me a thumbs up 

• Does anyone know what the silver circle is on the cover? (Caldecott Award for 

outstanding picture books) 

• What do we see when we open the book so we can see both front and back covers?  

• Let’s read the story and see what happens.  



DURING THE STORY  

Use these prompts while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content: 

• (title page) There is only one person’s name on the title page. What does that mean? (both author and illustrator)  

• (title page) What is that dark space to the left of Alexander? (hole in the wall through which a mouse can enter a 

house 

• (p. 1) Who do you think is screaming?  

• (p. 5) Who is Annie? What do you think the key in the mouse’s back is for?  

• (p. 7) Why does Alexander think the people in the house don’t care much for him? 

• (p. 12) Can anyone think of another word for “envy”? (jealousy, desire, wanting something someone else has)  

• (p. 15) I like the way the author describes the colors of the lizard: “full of the colors of flowers and butterflies”. What  

colors would those be? 

• (p. 17) What does it mean that Alexander searches “in vain”?  

• (p. 19) What do you think is going to happen to Willie? 

• (p. 25) What does the author mean when he says “with a heavy heart”?  

• (p. 27) What do you see in the hole? 

• (p. 29) Where have we seen this illustration before? (back cover)  

AFTER READING  

Use these prompts after reading the story to help students understand what they just read: 

• What did you like best about this story? 

• Alexander asked the lizard to change Willy, rather than to change him (Alexander). Why do you think he did that? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• What would you do if you saw a mouse in your house? If you were to scream, what would it sound like?  

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• (p. 10) Alexander and Willy are becoming friends by telling each other about themselves. Turn to your neighbor and 

tell them one thing about yourself that they may not already know.  

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• How is a real mouse different from a toy mouse? 

• Let’s take a picture walk through this story. How do you think the illustrations were made? (paper collage)  

• (p. 19) When you get new toys, what happens to your old toys?  

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Create illustrations by cutting shapes from construction paper and gluing them onto cardboard. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• Write a sentence telling what you would do if you found a magic lizard that could change you into 

anything you wanted to be. Illustrate your sentence. 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Create a “Continuing Story” - On the board, write a beginning sentence for a story (e.g. Alexander the mouse 
was hungry and went looking for food). Have each student, one at a time, add a sentence to the story, stating 
what happens next. Halfway through, have them be thinking of an ending and how to get there. 

COMMON CORE LINKS 


