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ADVOCATES FOR READING @




Summary of Articles
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the summary from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)

The BBC article on animal rights offers a succinct breakdown of the most famous arguments from various academic disciplines and lenses in favor of or against animal rights. It mostly focuses on morality and free will of thought and consciousness as a base to propagate the view that, ultimately, not giving animals rights is bigoted speciesism.

About the Author 
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the author background from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The author summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)
The author of the New York Times article, Didi Kristen Tatlow, was born in Hong Kong, where she graduated from a British school before traveling to Beijing. Eventually she moved to London where she earned her degree in Chinese and Politics before working in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Germany in journalism. She now has returned to China and lives with her family, often writing for her hometown newspaper among others. 
Learning Target for Discussion Questions:
· Unpacking the arguments for and against animal rights
· Discussing subjects such as morality, consciousness, and free will to support these arguments
Discussion Questions
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: As you read through the book, think of appropriate/applicable questions. Keep in mind that the questions should be directed to a 9th/10th grade reading level. Try to avoid yes-or-no questions without requiring further elaboration from students, e.g., how, why)
Title:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer:  If the title is self-evident, a question(s) regarding the title may not be necessary or applicable)
What did the title, “World’s Saddest Polar Bear,” first make you feel? What would supporters of the argument that animals do not have consciousness or free will of decision make of this title?
Context:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Before reading these articles, did you support animal rights? 

Did you think that only some animals should have rights? Which ones did you not think should have rights?

Can you think of any experiences you have had where you’ve seen an animal in a similar situation as Pizza from the article? How did you feel? How did you think the animal felt?
Considering animals and humans as both “subjects-of-a-life,” how different are animals from humans?

Should we use the argument that animals have no soul or moral community to strip them of their rights? Why or why not?

Can you think of situations you’ve experienced where animals, maybe your own pets, knew “what was going on” or seemed to “act morally?”

What do you think about malls or companies using animals to attract customers? 

Could the movement for Pizza have done more to have him freed? What would you have done?

What do you think about animal rights boiling down simply as “the right to be treated with respect as an individual with inherent value?” What does this mean? How can this be put into practice?

Structure/ Narrative:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Did the layout of the BBC article seem more convincing than the storytelling structure in Pizza’s story? Why or why not? 

Content/ Plot:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Can you think of a situation that would employ the “Miniride Principle?” How about “The Worse-off Principle?” When should these principles be used? 
10 General Questions for any book
1. How did you feel about the book?  What was the experience of reading it like for you?

2. What do you think the author was trying to accomplish with this novel? 

3. Who was your favorite character? What did you appreciate about him/her? 

4. Sometimes when we read we relate to a particular character.  Did you find anyone you related to in this book?  Why?   If you didn't, is there value in reading about people very different from ourselves?  

5. Consider the main character: what does he or she believe in? What is he or she willing to fight for?

6. At the end of the book, do you feel hope for the characters? 

7. Are any of the events in the book relevant to your own life? 

8. Was the story credible? The characters credible? 

9. What is the favorite book you've ever read, why?
10. What is your favorite Book -to- movie?  Why?  What were the differences between book and movie?  What did you like better in which version?
Enrichment Ideas for Discussion

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for facilitators to use during an ABG session, such as small group activities; accountable “talks”; games; role play; or props)
Enrichment Ideas for Teachers
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for teachers to implement book into language arts curriculum, such as writing or art projects; lessons; historical relevance; or vocabulary)
Vocabulary Section: 

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Provide vocabulary that may be challenging for students in this section for teachers to review with their students)

Directions:

Use the Learning Targets and Success Criteria to select a passage from the book.

Give students 7-10 minutes to sit quietly to read the passage and write down their thoughts.

TIPS for using this activity:

1.  Read the questions out loud to get students thinking about the activity sheet they’re about to complete. 

2.  Read the passage out loud in the group.

3.  Encourage students to use their books to pull evidence to support their ideas. 

4. Give students 7-10 minutes to write down their ideas.

5.  Break-down in small groups to discuss their answers. Assign a volunteer to each group.

6.  Use different passages with different learning targets and questions. Have each group with the same learning target discuss their ideas and solutions and report out to the entire group. 

7. Create separate sheets, based on the number of learning targets, for all students to complete. When reporting out to the entire group, allow students to who have not already spoken to share. The purpose of the activity is to get as many students to speak and voice their opinion. Having them write down their ideas give the students an opportunity to have something to share with the class.


Read the following excerpt from the BBC article: 

“It makes no difference if the animals are given a 5-star treatment throughout their lives and then killed humanely without any fear or pain—it’s just plain wrong in principle, and nothing can make it right.” 

After some thought, please write down your ideas about the passage you just read. Here are the questions that we would like you to answer:

1. Do you think the way animals are treated before they are killed for human consumption changes the morality question?

2. Is there a difference between ethically raising animals for human consumption, killing them humanely, and raising animals in terrible environments if the end result is the same in both situations? 
Note: Please be prepared to share your written thoughts and ideas with the class.
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Read the following quote featured in the BBC article from C.S. Lewis

“We may find it difficult to formulate a human right of tormenting beasts in terms which would not equally imply an angelic right of tormenting men.” 
After some thought, please write down your ideas about the passage you just read. Here are the questions that we would like you to answer:
1. Is this quote in favor of animal rights or against them? 
2. Are humans the same as animals? To what extent?
3. If we justify “tormenting beasts” could we also be justifiably tormented?
4. How do animals and “marginal people” (as discussed in the last section of the article) relate? How does this relation complicate or help the argument for animal rights? 
Note: Please be prepared to share your written thoughts and ideas with the class.
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Title: Animal rights articles


Article 1: � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/animals/rights/rights_1.shtml" �http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/animals/rights/rights_1.shtml�


Article 2: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/15/world/asia/china-pizza-polar-bear.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FCruelty%20to%20Animals&_r=1" �http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/15/world/asia/china-pizza-polar-bear.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FCruelty%20to%20Animals&_r=1� 








Purpose: The purpose of the Read Think Write Pair Share document is to help Words Alive volunteers increase high-level thinking and student participation with the classroom.





Learning Target: Unpacking the argument for animal rights





Success Criteria:  Students will be able to discuss animal rights in the context of killing animals for human gain, considering morality and animal treatment. 





Learning Target: Unpacking the argument for and against animal rights


Success Criteria: Students will consider the similarities and dissimilarities between animals and humans through morality, consciousness, and free will.








How to Use the ABG Curriculum Guide: 

1. Review the author information, discussion questions and enrichment ideas

2. Select a few questions (e.g. 5-8) to ask/review at the ABG session

3. Reword the question(s) to make your own. Think of good follow-up questions. (i.e., What is the character’s relation to the family housekeeper? Are social classes important in Iran? What characteristics determine a person’s social class? Describe the family’s social class.)
4. Do not use the curriculum guide as your only source of preparation. It is recommended to conduct your own research in addition to reviewing the guide. If the guide is too overwhelming, please just use the questions/information that is applicable to you.

5. Make the facilitation your own – showcase your personality. The guide is designed to provide suggestions. Your facilitation should not directly mirror what is provided in the guide.

6. If you need more support, please consult your site manager and/or the Words Alive Program Manager.

