
WORDS ALIVE: BEST FOOT FORWARD: EXPLORING FEET, FLIPPERS, AND CLAWS 
 

 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Science 

• Nature 

• Animals 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

BEST FOOT FORWARD: 
EXPLORING FEET, 

FLIPPERS, AND CLAWS 

BEST FOOT FORWARD: 

EXPLORING FEET, FLIPPERS, 

AND CLAWS  

AUTHOR: INGO ARNDT 

ILLUSTRATOR: INGO ARNDT  

See a video of the book read aloud here: Best Foot Forward: Exploring Feet, Flippers, and 

Claws 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

In a book first published in Germany in 2007, author/photographer Arndt creates an 

engrossing guessing game that presents photographs of animal feet against black 

backgrounds. Readers are challenged to identify each animal (“Whose foot is this?”), with the 

answer revealed on the following page, along with information about how that animal uses 

its feet to travel, grip, climb, swim, dig, and more. Four other animal feet appear in smaller 

images with captions: “This is the back foot of the Australian freshwater crocodile. The 

webbing helps the crocodile climb up slippery, muddy riverbanks.” Arndt rounds out this fun 

exploration of animal diversity with a final, more familiar-looking foot—Arndt’s own. 

(amazon.com) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 

Ingo Arndt was born in Frankfurt am Main, Germany. From early childhood, he spent every 

single minute of his spare time outdoors in nature. Soon he realized that photography was a 

useful tool in environmental protection, so, after finishing school in 1992, Ingo plunged into 

the adventurous life of a professional photographer. Since then, he has travelled around the 

globe for extended periods as a freelance wildlife photographer, photographing reports in 

which he portrays animals and their habitats. With his images, Ingo Arndt wants to stimulate 

and increase the awareness of his viewing audience and show them the magnificence of 

nature. 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

https://youtu.be/cg7FoA4upfo
https://youtu.be/cg7FoA4upfo


 

 

• (cover) Can you guess what this book is about? 

• Why would the author Ingo Arndt want to write a book about animal feet? 

• What kind of animal’s feet do you think we will find in this book? 

• Listen carefully to decide if this is a fiction or a non-fiction book. 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

• (p.8) Why do you think the tiger’s feet are different from the gecko’s feet? 

• (p.16) I wonder if environment plays a role in what kind of feet the animals have? 

• (p.24) Do the feet play a role in the way a lobster eats compared to a kangaroo? 

• (p.28) Why do you think the illustrator included his foot in this book? 

• (p.32) reader: Show the index and demonstrate how it helps readers. 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• What are the habitats that were shown in this story? 

• What other animals would you like to have seen in this book? 

• Is there an animal that has similar feet as a human? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Do all human feet look the same? Nod if you think so. Shake your head if you don’t. Shrug your shoulders if you 

don’t know. 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Pair up with a friend and talk about what kind of feet you wish you had and how it would change the way you 

dress, eat and play. 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Conduct a picture walk and let students find their favorite page and tell why. 

• What other animals have feet like tigers? How do their feet help them? 

• I wonder how many different kind of feet sea creature have? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Guess the animal: Each child chooses an animal and gives clues about their feet and habitat. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• Write a story about a child that has animal feet and the challenges it faces.  

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Classify the animals in the story by feet that creep, climb, dig, hop, swim, snap? 

• Choose your favorite animal and describe which category it would fit by using its feet and habitat. 

• Draw a picture of four different habitats and animals that have switched their feet.  

 


