
 Read Aloud Program: Integrative Strategy Guide  

Title:  The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind 

Author:    William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer 

Illustrator:  Elizabeth Zunon 

Age Range: 7-9 

See video of this book read aloud here: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind   

I. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 

• Model a think-aloud strategy: “I wonder who this boy on the cover is? I wonder why a windmill 
is in the background? I wonder what it means to ‘harness the wind’?”  

• Ask the students if they have ever seen a windmill before.  Ask where they may have seen 
them. What do you think they do?  Explain that when the wind moves the blades of the 
windmill, it can be connected with wires and other pieces of machinery to create power, or 
energy that can be used in different ways. 

II. INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
POST READING DISCUSSION:  

• Compare and contrast the small village in Malawi on p. 1 with the area/city that the 
students live in. How are they the same? How are they different?  

• Explain to the students that foreshadowing is used in literature to warn or indicate that 
something might happen in the future. Refer to p. 5 to discuss how William’s curiosity in 
engines helps indicate what happens in the story.   

• Analyze the images on p.9. How does the illustrator depict William on this page? What is 
the illustrator trying to get the reader to feel? Why do you think so?  

• Refer to p. 11. What was the dream William imagined for his people? 

• On p. 12 it says, “This windmill was more than a machine. It was a weapon to fight 
hunger.” What was William trying to do? What was the problem he was trying to solve? Why 
was this so important to him? 

• Why did the author write this book for children about the William’s dream and discovery? 
Why do you think so?  What message does it give you to remember about life? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GDPsFaYIxI
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