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Summary of Book

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the summary from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)

Dispatches from Arizona, “the front line of a massive human migration” including the voices of migrants, Border Patrol, ranchers, activists, and others

For the last decade, Margaret Regan has reported on the escalating chaos along the Arizona-Mexico border, ground zero for immigration since 2000. Undocumented migrants cross into Arizona in overwhelming numbers, a state whose anti-immigrant laws are the most stringent in the nation. And Arizona has the highest number of migrant deaths. Fourteen-year-old Josseline, a young girl from El Salvador who was left to die alone on the migrant trail, was just one of thousands to perish in its deserts and mountains.

With a sweeping perspective and vivid on-the-ground reportage, Regan tells the stories of the people caught up in this international tragedy. Traveling back and forth across the border, she visits migrants stranded in Mexican shelters and rides shotgun with Border Patrol agents in Arizona, hiking with them for hours in the scorching desert; she camps out in the thorny wilderness with No More Deaths activists and meets with angry ranchers and vigilantes. Using Arizona as a microcosm, Regan explores a host of urgent issues: the border militarization that threatens the rights of U.S. citizens, the environmental damage wrought by the border wall, the desperation that compels migrants to come north, and the human tragedy of the unidentified dead in Arizona’s morgues. (source: www.beacon.org)

About the Author 
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the author background from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The author summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)
Margaret Regan is the author of two prizewinning books on immigration.

The most recent, “Detained and Deported: Stories of Immigrant Families Under Fire” (2015), which won a starred review in Publishers Weekly, looks at the fate of undocumented immigrants who are arrested long after they’ve established lives and families in the United States. “The Death of Josseline: Immigration Stories from the Arizona-Mexico Borderlands (2010) investigates the tragedy of migrant deaths in the desert. Both were named Top Picks in the Southwest Books of the Year competition.

A longtime journalist in Tucson, Margaret started writing about the border in 2000. She has a bachelor’s degree in French from the University of Pennsylvania and she also studied French at the Sorbonne in Paris. She has twice gone to Guatemala, and studied Spanish in two tiny schools in the colonial city of Antigua.

After working as a French editor for TV Guide magazine and as a children’s book editor at McGraw-Hill in New York, Margaret turned to journalism. She started as a reporter at the Express-Times in Easton, PA; she’s been writing for the Tucson Weekly since 1990. She has won many journalism awards for her arts criticism, her border reporting, and her stories on the Irish immigrant experience. She also reports regularly on the arts for The Buckmaster Show, KVOI Am 1030, Tucson.

Her work has been published in the Washington Post, Al Jazeera English, Utne Reader.  Sojourners, Newsday, Black + White, Photovision and in many regional and local publications. She has appeared on NPR, C-Span Book TV, WHYY Philadelphia, KPFK Los Angeles, Pacifica and many other radio stations, and she gave a TEDx talk in Phoenix. Most recently, in March 2016, Margaret did a solo half-hour Q&A appearance on Book TV’s “Open Phones,” program, taking questions about immigration from viewers around the nation. She’s a regular speaker at the Tucson Festival of Books.

Her books have been adopted in many university classrooms, including the University of California Davis, Loyola University Chicago, Franklin Marshall College, James Madison University, Butler University, Northern Arizona University, Arizona State University and the University of Arizona.
Learning Target for Discussion Questions:

· Identify the immigration perspectives from the following:
· Immigrants
· Border Patrol
· Ranchers
· Activists 

· Current immigration issues and possible solutions.
Discussion Questions
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: As you read through the book, think of appropriate/applicable questions. Keep in mind that the questions should be directed to a 9th/10th grade reading level. Try to avoid yes-or-no questions without requiring further elaboration from students, e.g., how, why)
Title:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer:  If the title is self-evident, a question(s) regarding the title may not be necessary or applicable)
Context:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
How does immigration affect our economy? What else does it affect? How can this be good or bad? 
What can we do as a group or community to help solve these issues? What will we have to consider? (United States policies, other countries, community groups)

How are the families impacted by immigration? What are they also risking when their family members are crossing the border? 

How does religion have an impact on the migrants crossing the borders?

Why do some people hate the border wall? What does it do for our wildlife? What does this mean for the people who have homes so close to the border? 
Structure/ Narrative:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Character:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Why was Josseline’s death so impactful? What did she represent per Regan? 
Silverio was a young man of 23, who otherwise would not have died if he did not travel the dangerous Arizona borderlands. He paid the ultimate price to try and live a better life for himself and his family. Do you think that it was worth it? Why or why not? What is something that you would fight for, and possibly die for? 

What is a coyote? What role do they play in immigration? What can we do about coyotes to help solve our immigration issues? 
Content/ Plot:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
How did the 9/11 attacks influence our immigration laws? 
How did our US Border Patrol change? What kinds of equipment were they provided? What did this mean for immigrants crossing our borders? 
Why do you think so many people migrate to the United States? 

It is said that the United States is a place for opportunities and the land of the free, do you agree with this? Why or why not? 

What are the current immigration issues? With it being election year, what are some ways to solve these? 

The US Government purposely closed some border crossing areas in California and Texas to make migrants use the more dangerous Arizona borderlands. Because of this, deaths skyrocketed. Do you think that the US government should have done something to prevent the deaths? Should the US be held responsible? Why or why not?
What impact did the Café Justo Center have in the communities? How is this a way to solve immigration issues for the US?
Do you think it matters if we have a physical border to keep the immigrants out or not? Why do you feel this way? 

We spend millions of dollars on immigration which affect imprisonment of our immigrants, the militarization of our border patrol, deportations and the physical building of our walls. What are your ideas on saving money for our US government? What are some better solutions? 

Do you think that building a wall will help save the lives of those who are crossing the borders? Why or why not? 

What is the Case of Panda Express Eleven? How do situations like this influence our undocumented immigrants in the US? 
10 General Questions for any book
1. How did you feel about the book?  What was the experience of reading it like for you?

2. What do you think the author was trying to accomplish with this novel? 

3. Who was your favorite character? What did you appreciate about him/her? 

4. Sometimes when we read we relate to a particular character.  Did you find anyone you related to in this book?  Why?   If you didn't, is there value in reading about people very different from ourselves?  

5. Consider the main character: what does he or she believe in? What is he or she willing to fight for?

6. At the end of the book, do you feel hope for the characters? 

7. Are any of the events in the book relevant to your own life? 

8. Was the story credible? The characters credible? 

9. What is the favorite book you've ever read, why?
10. What is your favorite Book -to- movie?  Why?  What were the differences between book and movie?  What did you like better in which version?
Enrichment Ideas for Discussion

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for facilitators to use during an ABG session, such as small group activities; accountable “talks”; games; role play; or props)
Enrichment Ideas for Teachers
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for teachers to implement book into language arts curriculum, such as writing or art projects; lessons; historical relevance; or vocabulary)
Vocabulary Section: 

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Provide vocabulary that may be challenging for students in this section for teachers to review with their students)

Directions:

Use the Learning Targets and Success Criteria to select a passage from the book.

Give students 7-10 minutes to sit quietly to read the passage and write down their thoughts.

TIPS for using this activity:

1.  Read the questions out loud to get students thinking about the activity sheet they’re about to complete. 

2.  Read the passage out loud in the group.

3.  Encourage students to use their books to pull evidence to support their ideas. 

4. Give students 7-10 minutes to write down their ideas.

5.  Break-down in small groups to discuss their answers. Assign a volunteer to each group.

6.  Use different passages with different learning targets and questions. Have each group with the same learning target discuss their ideas and solutions and report out to the entire group. 

7. Create separate sheets, based on the number of learning targets, for all students to complete. When reporting out to the entire group, allow students to who have not already spoken to share. The purpose of the activity is to get as many students to speak and voice their opinion. Having them write down their ideas give the students an opportunity to have something to share with the class.


Read the following passage on page XXV (Introduction). 

“In 1999, the Tucson Sector has 1,328 armed agents. By 2009, that number had more than doubled to 3,300. The agents brought with them all the hardware available to a military superpower, from Black Hawk helicopters to infrared cameras, from stadium lights to unmanned aerial vehicles, to platoons of SUVs capable of off-road travel.” 

After some thought, please write down your ideas about the passage you just read. Here are the questions that we would like you to answer:

1. How did this equipment impact the immigrants crossing our borders? 
2. What did this mean for them? 
Note: Please be prepared to share your written thoughts and ideas with the class.

​​​​​

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Read the following passage on page XXIII (of the introduction). 
“The US Government “intentionally redirected hundreds of thousands of unauthorized migrants away from previously busy crossing points in California and Texas into Arizona’s perilous and deadly landscape.”
After some thought, please write down your ideas about the passage you just read. Here are the questions that we would like you to answer:

1. Why do you think that the US government decided to redirect the migrants from these borders?
2. How did this affect the borders? 
3. If you worked for the US government, what would you have done? 
Note: Please be prepared to share your written thoughts and ideas with the class.

​​​​​

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Read the following passage on page 12. 

“By July, intensive outreach had calmed most of the ranchers down, Edmundo said. (Barnet would get into some legal trouble a few years later, after apprehending some Mexican American citizens hunting on his land.) We have a unit patrolling the ranches, the Ranch Patrol. Part of it is enforcement, part of it is liaison. We ask them, ‘Are there problems?’”
Read the following passage on page 29. (additional opinion on page 170) 
“’I was tired of the deaths,’ Tommy Bassett, another co-op founder declared. A freewheeling American with a gray ponytail, he managed a maquiladora in Agua Prieta until the company shut down the Mexican plant and moved production to Asia. He’s lived in the southeastern corner of Arizona for more than twenty years. Like Adams, Bassett is a man of faith, a catholic, and when ‘a woman died in the corner of my yard’ he felt called to help stop the carnage.”
After some thought, please write down your ideas about the passage you just read. Here are the questions that we would like you to answer:

1. How do the ranchers feel about the immigrants on their land? 
2. What could the ranchers do about the immigrants? 
3. How do you think the ranchers also feel about the border patrol? 
Note: Please be prepared to share your written thoughts and ideas with the class.

​​​​​

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title: The Death of Josseline


Author: Margaret Regan


School: Monarch School


Teacher: Jeffra Becknell (Grade 12)


Focus: Prologue, Intro, CH: 1, 2, 9, 10





Purpose: The purpose of the Read Think Write Pair Share document is to help Words Alive volunteers increase high-level thinking and student participation with the classroom.





Learning Target: Identify the immigration perspectives from immigrants.





Success Criteria:  Students will be able to discuss immigration perspectives according to immigrants. 





Learning Target: Identify the immigration perspectives from border patrol/US Government.





Success Criteria:  Students will be able to discuss immigration perspectives according to border patrol/US Government. 





Learning Target: Identify the immigration perspectives from ranchers or those who live on the lands that migrants cross.


Success Criteria:  Students will be able to discuss immigration perspectives according to ranchers.








How to Use the ABG Curriculum Guide: 

1. Review the author information, discussion questions and enrichment ideas

2. Select a few questions (e.g. 5-8) to ask/review at the ABG session

3. Reword the question(s) to make your own. Think of good follow-up questions. (i.e., What is the character’s relation to the family housekeeper? Are social classes important in Iran? What characteristics determine a person’s social class? Describe the family’s social class.)
4. Do not use the curriculum guide as your only source of preparation. It is recommended to conduct your own research in addition to reviewing the guide. If the guide is too overwhelming, please just use the questions/information that is applicable to you.

5. Make the facilitation your own – showcase your personality. The guide is designed to provide suggestions. Your facilitation should not directly mirror what is provided in the guide.

6. If you need more support, please consult your site manager and/or the Words Alive Program Manager.Death of Josseline

