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Due to the complexity of the text information, minimal additional enrichment is noted beyond reading the interesting facts. 

   

I. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 

 Ask students if anyone has ever seen a saguaro cactus and if so, where.  What do they know about cacti? 

 Have students share what they know about the desert habitat, including the inhabitants, weather, vegetation, etc.  

Discuss the challenges of living things within the desert. 

 Tell students this is an informational piece of text focusing on the saguaro cactus in the Sonoran Desert. The saguaro 

cactus provides shelter and food for many different desert animals and people.  Have students predict ways that the 

saguaro could provide shelter and food for other living things and to predict what types of living things depend on the 

saguaro.  Tell students the story also discusses the life cycle of the cactus.    

 
II.   INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 

During Reading 
 

 P. 1: Read; reread the first sentence and ask students what word shows the author’s opinion of the saguaro 
(wonderful).  Ask students what other word the author used that is unusual for this subject, and why (tree).   

 

 P. 3: Read; ask students what type of figurative language the word hissssssssss is (onomatopoeia: a word that is the 
sound). 

 

 P. 4: Read; ask students what type of word tap-tap-tap is (onomatopoeia).  Point out the author’s use of text features 
(labels in this case). 

 

 Pp. 6-7: Read; point out the label that illustrates back-standing. 
 

 P. 11: Read; point out the author’s use of diagram, another example of text features that helps readers better 
understand complex information. 

 

 P. 13: Read; point out the author’s use of diagram. 

★ 3rd Grade Common Core Reading Standard ★ 

Use information gained from illustrations (e.g. maps, photographs) and the words 

in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g. where, when, why, and 

how key events occur). 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hWbnPjEcP-s&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc&index=40


 
 

 P. 21: Read; point out the author’s use of simile and ask students what two things are being compared using the word 

like (saguaro ribs/whisk broom).  Ask students to infer the meaning of decompose using both illustration and context 

clues. 

 Pp. 20-21: Read; point out the text feature showing the time line  of the beginning life cycle of the saguaro. 

 
 

III.   INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
Post Reading 

 

 Have students share facts that fascinated or surprised them, and why.  Ask if they agree or disagree with the author’s 

opinion of the saguaro.     

 
IV.   SMALL GROUPS 

 

 Students will enjoy revisiting the illustrations.   

 P. 7:  Discuss the different information (different birds reusing internal nests; smallest owl at 5”; other type of bird 
nest outside; back-standing).  Have students compare and contrast the internal/external nests and the benefits 
(internal nest is cool; protection for small bird/ external nest allows larger birds to nest.  Compare the bird beak shape 
of the gila woodpecker on p. 4 with the beak of the Harris hawk on p. 7 and ask students to explain a further reason 
why the hawk makes its nests outside (doesn’t have a beak to create an internal nest). 

 

 P. 9: Ask students if anything surprised them about the blossoms (open at night; only open once; closes following 
afternoon).  Discuss how the bat is helping to pollinate the blooms, and ask if they know another creature commonly 
associated with pollination (bees). 

 

 P. 11: Discuss the flower diagram.  Ask students if they learned anything that surprised them (male/female flower 
parts). 

 

 Pp. 22-25: Review ways the dead saguaro serves a new ecosystem of creatures. 
 

 Pp. 26-28: Discuss the saguaro age facts, pointing out the saguaro “barrel” on p. 27 and the beginning time line.  

Discuss further facts (50 years/produces fruit and flowers; 75 years/arms; can be 150 years old). 

 
 

 


