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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Community 

• Vehicles 

• Things with 

wheels 

 

 

Tips for every book! 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

DIG DIG DIGGING 

DIG DIG DIGGING  

AUTHOR:  MARGARET MAYO 

ILLUSTRATOR:  ALEX AYLIFFE 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Dig Dig Digging 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Trucks and tractors, fire engines and helicopters-they all like to work hard. But after a long, happy 

day of beep-beeping and vroom-vrooming, even the busiest engines need to rest. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Margaret Mary Cumming was born 10 May 1935 in London, England, the daughter of William 

John and Anna (Macleod) Cumming. On 28 July 1958, she married Peter Robin Mayo, a university 

lectured, and they had three children. Margaret Mayo was a teacher, and is currently a writer of 

children's literature and folktales. She currently lives in Brighton. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Alex Ayliffe is a bestselling, award-winning writer and artist. Her distinctive papercut illustrations 

are bright and bold with lots of child appeal. Alex has illustrated many books for children, 

including the bestselling Dig Dig Digging and Boo Barney, winner of the Sainsbury's Baby Book 

Award. She lives with her family in Hertfordshire.  

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• What do you see on the cover?   

• What do you think this book is about?  

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

• (p. 1-2) What is this machine doing? What does it have on the arm (shovel)  

• (p. 3-4) What is this machine? What does it do?   

• (p. 5-6) What is happening on this page? What kind of truck is this?  

• (p. 7-8) What is happening in this picture? Do you have a garbage truck on your street?  

• (p. 9-10) I wonder what the crane is lifting in this picture? What is being built?  

• (p. 11-12) Where do you think the transporter is taking the cars?  

• (p. 13-14) Do you recognize this truck? What is it doing?  

https://youtu.be/rtbz1AoZ3TA?list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


• (p. 15-16) This isn’t a truck!! What is it? Why do you think the person is out of the helicopter?  

• (p. 17-18) Look at the big wheels on this truck? What do you think it is doing?  

• (p. 19) This truck has a very large shovel to push the dirt. Why would we use this type of truck (to push dirt out of the way)  

• (p. 20) How are these wheels different than on the other trucks? They have a large band to grip the ground  

• (p. 21-22) I wonder what is inside these trucks. What are they doing?  

• (p. 23) What is happening in this picture (the trucks are not working – it is night time  

• (last page) Can you name some of the trucks?  

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Do you have a favorite truck?   

• Do any of the trucks or helicopters ever work at night? Why or why not?  

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• If you could drive a truck, which one would you choose? 

• What were some of the sounds in the book?  

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Did all the trucks have wheels? Were all the trucks the same color?  

EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Find coloring sheets online that depict construction or emergency vehicles. Have the children color then. 


