
Who is Words Alive?  

What we’re reading this month! 

Read to Me! 
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 6   

Below are the books that volunteers will share with your child this month. Ask your child’s 

teacher which day of the week volunteers visit, and on that day, have your child to point out 

the cover of books read aloud! You can also encourage your child to point out his favorites to 

the librarian at your local library! 

 

ring books 

helps children’s 

vocabularies 

grow! Below are 

words that your 

child will be hear-

ing  this month 

that might be 

new. Support 

your child’s un-

derstanding of 

these new words 

by using them at 

home! Or if you 

hear your child 

using them, play-

fully ask “What an 

interesting word! 

What does it 

mean?” 

Trout  

Grumpy 

Wonderful  

Library 

Mean 

Market  

 

WORD 

WALL 

Here are questions that 

you can ask about any 

book:  

 What was it about?  

 What happened first? 

 Was it a happy story?  

 How did the story end? 

 Did you like the book?  

 What was your favorite 

part? 

 What did the pictures 

show? 

To take this a step fur-

ther, encourage your child 

to draw pictures showing 

what happened in the sto-

ry, and let her to tell it 

back to you. She will enjoy 

being the story teller! 

Words Alive is a local 

l i teracy organizat ion 

whose mission is to open 

opportunities for success 

by inspiring a commitment 

to reading.  At Words 

Alive we believe that it’s 

never too early to start 

exploring books! Each 

month you’ll receive this 

parent letter full of helpful 

ideas and tips about ways 

to make exploring books a 

fun part of your child’s life!  

In October, Words 

Alive volunteers will also 

begin visiting your child’s 

classroom once a week to 

read books aloud with 

their class. However, the 

conversation about the 

stories they share doesn’t 

have to stop at the class-

room door!  

Encourage your child 

to tell you about what she 

is learning.  For example, 

you can support your 

child’s learning simply by 

talking about the stories 

she hears in class! Chil-

dren’s language grows 

when they talk with adults 

who have better speaking 

skills and know more 

words. Talking about 

books also helps children 

strengthen their compre-

hension skills.  



P A G E  2  

Stay Connected, Check Out Our Channel! 

See videos of all the books 

volunteers share with your 

children on our Words 

Alive YouTube channel!  

Search “Words Alive SD” 

on the YouTube home page 

and click on the icon that 

looks like this:   

Then, start watching! 

Browse books on the 

channel or search for spe-

cific book titles shown on 

the front of this newslet-

ter! This is a great way to 

continue the conversation 

with your kids about the 

books they hear in the 

classroom. You can even 

watch videos of the 

books on your phone!  

 

R E A D  T O  M E :  E A R L Y  L I T E R A C Y  I N T E R V E N T I O N  

“Pictures are 

symbols for re-

al objects. By 

connecting the 

symbol or pic-

ture to the re-

al thing, your 

child is learn-

ing that a 

symbol can 

represent 

something in 

the real 

world.” 

What YOU can do when exploring books with your kids  

way to let kids set the 

pace is by allowing them 

to turn the pages of the 

book.  

If you are talking 

about the pictures, ask 

questions like “what’s hap-
pening here?”. Or, when 

reading the story togeth-

er, try moving your finger 

under the words as you 

say them. This helps chil-

dren understand that 

there are words on the 

page, and not just pic-

tures!  

However you explore 

books together, it is help-

ful to let your child pick 
the book, even if they pick 

the same book over and 

over. If it’s a book you 

have read before, that’s 

okay! Having favorite 

When sharing books 

with your kids, it’s im-

portant to let them set 

the pace. Doing so will 

help them learn to love 

books and reading. They 

may, for example, be 
more interested in talking 

about the pictures one 

day, and more interested 

in hearing you read the 

story the next. An easy 

What is this? A picture game! 

home and let him lead you 

to it. This activity increas-

es your child’s vocabulary 

and gives him practice us-

ing symbols. Pictures are 

symbols for real objects. 

By connecting the symbol 
or picture to the real 

thing, he is learning that a 

symbol can represent 

something in the real 

world. This is an im-

portant building-block for 

reading!      

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

“What is this?” game courtesy of National 

Center for Family Literacy publication 

Cultivating Readers.  

Make a picture game 

using photos of things 

your child sees at home 

everyday. Find pictures in 

magazines or store adds 

of real objects, like a chair 

or different foods. Hand 
your child one of the pic-

tures and ask him if he 

knows what is it. When 

he says the word, ask him 

to find the objects in your 


