
Read Aloud Program: Small Group Integrative Strategy Guide  

 

 

Volunteer readers should review the Author’s Note at the end of the story for relevant background information beforehand.  

 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 
 

 Show students the cover of the book 

 What do you wonder about looking at this picture? 

 On the cover it says this is the true story of Emmanuel Ofosus Yaboah. What do you think this means? 

II. INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
DURING READING   

 

 P. 3-4 How are the characters feeling? How do the illustrations show this emotion? 

 P. 7-8 What does disability mean? What is Emmanuel’s disability and how does it affect him? 

 P. 11-12 Why did Emmanuel go to the city? Do you think this was a good choice? What makes you think that? 

 P.19-20 How were Mother Comfort’s words a gift? 

 Read the End of the story quote from Emmanuel. What do you think Emmanuel meant? What was the 

author’s message? 

III. INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
POST READING   
 

 Conduct a book walk having the students retell the story as you flip through the pages. 

 Do you think this is fiction or nonfiction? What makes you think so? 

 What do people think about Emmanuel at the beginning of the story? How does this make him feel? 

★ 3rd Grade Common Core Reading Standard ★ 

Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they 

support the main idea. 

 

Title:   Emmanuel’s Dream 

Author: Laurie Ann Thompson    

Illustrator:  Sean Qualls 

Themes: Inspiration 

Vocabulary: disability 

Hear the book read aloud here: Emmanuel’s Dream 

Items needed for the center: Map; pictures of Emmanuel 

https://youtu.be/GVVq37CaKd8?list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


 In what ways is the manual encouraged to be independent? What actions does Emmanuel take to be 

independent? 

 Why do you think Emmanuel wanted to bike across Ghana? List the steps he took to make this dream a 

reality.  

 How did Emmanuel’s actions change the way people looked at someone with a disability? 

 Why do you think the author wrote this book? What do you think the authors trying to say? What have you 

learned from the book? 

 Did the story surprise you? If so, how? 

 

IV. SMALL GROUPS 
 

 Look for pictures of Emmanuel Internet showing him riding his bike. You can talk about the connection he had 

to raising money to help other people with disabilities reach their dreams. 

 Locate Ghana on a map.  

 Talk about how living in this country could be different from living in San Diego. 

 


