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I. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 

 Ask students share what they know about the Statue of Liberty.  Ask if anyone has actually visited it.  Have 

students define liberty, referring to the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Lead a discussion about the differences the students note about the people in the cover illustration.  Tell students 
that they are called immigrants.  Immigrants are people who are born in one country but want to move to and 
live in a different country.  Ask students to share about reasons why people might want to move to a different 
country.  Some students might even share their own stories. 

 

 Tell students this is the true story about the woman who wrote a very famous poem about the Statue of Liberty. 

Her name is Emma Lazarus and this book is all about her and her reasons for writing this poem. 

 
 

II.   INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
DURING READING 

 Show students the illustration on the title page.  Have them decide a time frame for the story, and why. 

 Show students the smaller illustration before p. 1 and read the author’s dedication.  Discuss the significance of 

the dedication’s message. 

 P. 1: Read; discuss evidence of a long-ago time frame, having students share their reasons. 

 Pp. 2-3: Read; have students share different facts noted about Emma’s lifestyle and interests. 

 Pp. 4-5: Read; ask students what remains true about Emma (she has only known people who have plenty of 

everything her whole life).  Note how Emma’s early interests in writing resulted in her profession as a writer.  

 Pp. 6-7: Read; have students compare/contrast Emma’s background with that of the immigrants.  Reread the last 

two sentences on p. 7 and have students discuss what is learned about Emma through the author’s use of 

“showing writing” (when an author “shows” the reader information about a character rather than tells the 

reader qualities about a character). 

★ 3rd Grade Common Core Reading Standard ★ 

Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and 

explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

 

https://youtu.be/UejnJKzZjbI


Define harbor (part of the ocean that is next to land and that is protected and deep enough to provide safety for 

ships). 

 Pp. 8-9: Read; have students determine cause→ effect  (effect: people left their countries and came to America, 

looking for better lives; causes: they had been mistreated, homes were burned, friends and family were killed).   

 Pp. 10-11: Read; discuss the examples of “showing writing” and what character traits we learn about Emma 

(despite her privileged upbringing, she is deeply committed to improving the lives of immigrants, etc.).  Have 

students share their thoughts on rich women not mingling with poor people. 

 Pp. 12-13: Read; discuss further examples of “showing writing” and what character traits we continue to learn 

about Emma (she is not afraid to speak out and do what she believes is right, despite the societal expectation of 

women; she wants to change how others feel about having immigrants in the country; uses her strengths as a 

writer to try and change opinions, etc.).  Discuss the contrast in the two illustrations. 

 Pp. 14-15: Read; reread the third paragraph and have students define pedestal, using context clues.  Ask students 

why a pedestal was needed. 

 Pp. 16-17: Read; note that the original intention of the statue gift from France was nothing more than friendship.  

Have students discuss Emma’s plan to connect the statue to her work with improving the lives of immigrants.  

Have students predict whose “voice” they think Emma will use as the one speaking her poem, and why? (the 

statue’s voice) 

 Pp. 18-19: Read; note actual date; compare against earlier predictions students made.  Ask students whose voice 

Emma did choose for her poem, citing text evidence on p. 19. 

 Pp. 20-21: Read; discuss packing/shipping details.  Ask students to define erected, using text and picture clues.  

What happened that was so sad (she died before the statue was erected)?  Have students note the example of 

foreshadowing (But she did not know that in the years to come her poem would do much more). 

 Pp. 22-23: Read; discuss the concept of plaque and engraving. 

 Pp. 24-25: Read; have students infer what is happening in the illustration (new immigrants are arriving on a ship).  

Have students discuss what it means when is says the Statue of Liberty had become the mother of immigrants 

and her torch was a lamp held out to welcome them. 

 Pp. 26-27: Read; discuss and paraphrase the lines from Emma’s Poem that are engraved on the plaque of the 

Statue of Liberty. 

 

III.   INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
 
POST READING  
 

  What does it mean when it said that Emma decided to give the statue a voice?  Why? 
 

 What did Emma mean when she wrote that the immigrants needed help now but they’d give back to the country?  

In what ways can immigrants give back to their new country? 

  What was the message of the story?  What can we learn from the lives of those who lived and contributed before 
our time?  Why do you think so?  What are things we could do today that would make Emma proud of us? 

 
  


