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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Identity 

• Imagination 

• Animals 

• Rhyming 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

FOR JUST ONE DAY 

FOR JUST ONE DAY  

AUTHOR:  LAURA LEUCK 

ILLUSTRATOR:  MARC BOUTAVANT 

See a video of the book read aloud here: For Just One Day 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

What child hasn't pretended to be a monkey, a bear, or a bumblebee? After imagining the fun of 

being a variety of animals from around the world, a sweet ending—and an attached mirror—

remind little ones that the very best thing they can be is exactly who they are. (amazon.com) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Laura Leuck knows what children love. She is the author of several popular monster books and 

two Children’s Book-of-the-Month Club Selections. With For Just One Day, she turns her insights 

and humor to a rollicking game of “let’s pretend” complete with a gentle message of self-esteem. 

Ms. Leuck lives in Princeton, New Jersey with her two sons. (book jacket) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Marc Boutavant was born in Dijon, France, and grew up in a small village in Burgundy that was 

bordered by a little hill to the north, orchards to the east, vineyards to the west, and a national 

road to the south. He now lives in Paris, where he works as an illustrator, author, and graphic 

artist. (book jacket) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these prompts before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• (cover) What do you think is happening on this cover? Let’s open it up so that we can see 

the front and back at the same time. Does it help us figure out what’s happening? 

• (front endpapers) What do you see here? Do you recognize any of these images? I 

wonder what this story is about! 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these prompts while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content:  

• (title page)  How can we tell that the dog is thinking? (thought cloud) 

• (p. 1) Where’s the rest of this word? What do you think it might be? 

• (p. 2) Oh…here it is – BEE, and it rhymes with the word “be” from p. 1. 

• (p. 3) What do you think he want to be? What animal rhymes with the word “Nile”? 

https://youtu.be/f8AD9aJrPuo


• This is fun, trying to figure out the missing word. 

• (p. 12) What is the porcupine lying on? 

• (p. 14) Who else is running in the field with the bunny? 

• (p. 22) Look at this – a mirror at the end of the book, so that whoever reads it knows they are someone special! 

AFTER READING  

Use these prompts after reading the story to help students understand what they just read:  

• What was your favorite animal from this story? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• (p. 4) Can everyone snap like a crocodile? 

• (p. 6) Let’s be chimpanzees and peel our bananas and eat them. Mmmm, good! 

• (p. 8) Can you put your thumbs together and show me your butterfly wings? 

• (p. 10) Let me hear you hisssss like a snake. 

• (p. 16) What would it sound like if you were a bear trying to scare someone? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Turn to your neighbor and talk about what animal you would want to be for a day and all the things you could do if you 

were that animal. 

EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Make a paper bag puppet. Besides a lunch sized paper bag, the students will need glue sticks, yarn, colored 

paper (cardstock), scissors, crayons or markers, googly eye, and bits and pieces they can glue onto their puppets. 

Have each child choose an animal they would like to be for a day. Demonstrate how the mouth of the animal is 

the bottom fold of the bag. Let their imaginations do the rest. 


