
WORDS ALIVE: GOING HOME 
 

 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Migration 

• Survival 

• Instinct 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 
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** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

For animals, migration is a powerful compulsion, sometimes over long distances, often 

skipping meals. Sometimes, as in the case of the monarch butterfly, a round-trip takes several 

generations. Why do they do it? How do they succeed? The ten featured species offer a broad 

representation of migration: loggerhead turtles, monarch butterflies, manatees, ruby-

throated hummingbirds, Pacific salmon, Canada geese, California gray whales, caribou, Arctic 

tern, and emperor penguin. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Marianne Berkes, national award-winning picture-book author, promotes literacy 

achievement by combining science, math, language, music and art in her 20 (and counting) 

informational picture books (marianneberkes.com) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Jennifer DiRubbio is both a passionate artist and an avid environmentalist. She has been active 

as an artist for several organizations that promote nature and a healthy planet. Jennifer 

graduated with an MFA from Pratt Institute in 1992. She keeps her home as environmentally 

safe as possible. (dawnpub.com) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• I wonder why the title says home. 

• I wonder what the book is about? 

• Do you know what migration is? 

• Can you name any animals that migrate? 

• As we read, listen for rhyming words. 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content: 



 

 

• (p. 1) What words are used to let us know who is telling the story? The illustrator only drew a part of each animal. 

Can you guess who they are? What are three reasons the animals move on? I wonder why the author says that the 

turtles scurry. 

• (p. 6) What word did the author use to tell us the salmon lay eggs? 

• (p. 13) What word does the author use to describe a group of geese flying together? 

• (p. 17) What word is used to describe a group of caribou? 

• (p. 18) How far does the Arctic tern fly? 

• (p. 23) What do you think the colors in front of each animal’s name tell us? This is called a key. 

• (p. 22) I wonder what the mystery is. 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read:  

• What is migration? Do you remember the three reasons for animal migration? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Were you amazed by any of the animals? Why? 

• Why do you think the author wrote this book?  

• Have you or someone you know ever moved? What reasons were there for the move? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Work with a partner and imitate an animal from the book using mime. (Reader: let each pair present their mime to 

the group and have the group guess the animal.) 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Some human behaviors are untaught. We just know them. What are some we have? 

• Can you think of some reasons the author knows so much about migration? 

• Is this fiction or nonfiction? (It is called creative nonfiction because the animals talk.) 

• If I were taking a trip, would I just get in my car and drive? 

• What tools could help me find where I was going? 

• What tools do the animals use to know where they are going? 

• I wonder why the author decided to write a poem as well as just stating facts. 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Write six different riddles about an animal using clues. Write the answers and draw the animals on the back. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• Write a story beginning with, “If I were a …….” 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Write you own picture book to teach a smaller child about migration. You can do this with only pictures and a few 

words or you can write full sentences or paragraphs. Be sure to draw a cover and write a title, author and 

illustrator on the cover. You may do this in any form you like. 


