
 

Read Aloud Program: Small Group Integrative Strategy Guide  

Title:    Harvesting Hope: The Story of Cesar Chavez 

Author:  Kathleen Krull 

Illustrator: Yuyi Morales 

Themes: Civil Rights 

 Vocabulary: Farm workers, migrant, crops, harvesting, strike 

Items needed for center: Map of California with city locations of Cesar Chavez’s march 

Hear the book read aloud here: Harvesting Hope 

    

Volunteer readers should review the Author’s Note at the end of the story for relevant background information beforehand.  

  

 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 

 
 Point out the silver Pura Belpré award on the cover (FYI below).  Yuyi Morales, the illustrator of this book, received an 

honorable recognition (silver) although her work was not the singular award winner (gold). 

 

  

 Ask students if they know what harvesting means.   

 Ask students where the fruits and vegetables that we buy in the grocery stores come from.  Ask if any students have 

ever been on a farm.  Ask students who picks the fruits and vegetables, which are called crops, on the farms.  Tell 

students that these people are called farm workers and that when they are picking and gathering the ripe crops, they 

are harvesting the crops. 

 Tell students that many farm workers are called migrant farm workers because they move from farm to farm as the 

crops need to be harvested.  Moving from one place to another is a difficult thing for a family.  Many times children 

attend more than five schools in one year because their farm worker parents must follow the crops. 

★ 3rd Grade Common Core Reading Standard ★ 

Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they 

support the main idea. 

 

https://youtu.be/rbUQMjhkUY8


 Tell students they will be learning about Cesar Chavez in this biography, and about the brave and important 

contributions he made to help migrant farm workers in California and throughout the United States. 

  

II.  INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
 During Reading 

 Pp. 1-2: Read; have students share their opinions about the feeling tone, and why.  Point out the different 

family activities in the illustrations.  Reread the first sentence and have students identify the simile 

comparison using like or as (“every summer night was like a fiesta”).     

Then reread the first phrase (“Until Cesar Chavez was ten…”) and have students identify it as foreshadowing.  

Have students share their thoughts on what this phrase makes them wonder. 

 Pp. 3-4: Read; point out how self-sustaining the farm was with regards to its food and the proximity of 

extended family.  Emphasize the love of family and how stable and happy Cesar’s life was, noting the word 

forever. 

 Pp. 5-6: Read; discuss the importance of Cesar’s mother’s message to her children. 

 Pp. 7-8: Read; discuss the farm conditions now, and how the family finally lost the farm.  Using cause → 

effect, have students understand that the effect is what happened (Cesar’s family had to move) and have 

them identify the cause (drought dried up family’s food sources/income).   

 Pp. 9-10: Read the first paragraph; ask students to recall the meaning of migrant.  Continue reading.  Have 

students compare/contrast the previous idyllic living conditions with the harsh migrant farm worker housing. 

 Pp. 11-12: Read; discuss the different risks facing migrant workers, pointing out chemicals, short hoes, 

bending over for hours on end, dirty, hot sun, etc. Reread final paragraph and help students realize that the 

entire family only earned 30 cents for their collective day’s work.  Point out the use of “showing writing” in 

the final sentence and ask students what it tells us (the family has given up hope and knows that they will 

never have their old happy ranch  life back, etc.). 

 Pp. 13-14: Read; discuss events.  Help students realize the significance of Cesar’s having attended 35 schools 

before he dropped out after eighth grade.  Ask students for the causes of those effects (migrant workers 

travel great distances seasonally so Cesar was never long in the same location for school; Cesar dropped out 

because of the conflicts and humiliation he suffered). 

 Pp. 15-16: Read; have students share their feelings about the treatment of migrant farm workers.  Ask 

students to make connections to previous books and facts about slavery. 

 Pp. 17-18: Read; Discuss the significance of Cesar’s life-changing decision in his twenties and his hope for 

change.  Reread the last paragraph and ask students to decide what event is an effect (farm workers who 

were suffering as he had were not agreeing with him in the beginning) and the cause of that effect (they were 

afraid of losing their jobs, owner brutality, etc. ). 

 Pp. 19-20: Read; have students discuss the meaning of fighter in the last sentence. 

 Pp. 21-22: Read; discuss the significance of the first sentence, relating it to comments made above. 

 Pp. 23-24: Read; help students understand what a strike is and how it is an example of a nonviolent means of 

protest regarding the grapes (without workers harvesting the grapes, the grapes rot; with no grapes to sell, 

the landowners lose money). 



 Pp. 25-26: discuss what character traits the “showing writing” tells us about Cesar (he refuses to retaliate 

with violence, he is focused on the greater goal of La Causa and bringing about lasting change, etc.). 

 Pp. 27-28: Read; point out the significance of only one person in the last sentence. 

 Pp. 29-30: Read; have students share their opinions as to how the growers were feeling with their 

unharvested crops.  Have students use their opinions to decide which are effects and which are causes. 

 Pp. 31-32: Read; have students note how the information on this page compares with the previous 

information on p. 27 that only one person welcomed the marchers.  Have students infer the causes of the 

effect (increasing numbers of supporters). 

 Pp. 33-34: Read; have students note the growing numbers of supporters.  Discuss the significance of the 

second paragraph (people had not understood the inhumane living conditions for farm workers).  Have 

students decide which is the cause and which is the effect. 

 Pp. 35-36: Read; discuss the significance of events. 

 Pp. 37-38: Read; discuss the farm workers contract and have students determine the cause (the grape 

company lost millions of dollars with rotting grapes and suffered from bad publicity) and the effect (the grape 

company gave it and signed contract).  

 Pp. 39-40: Read; discuss the significance of their achievement. 

 P. 41: Read; discuss the significance of Cesar’s achievement for farm workers.  Have students share examples 

of work place improvements that could result. 

 
III. INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 

Post Reading 

 What does the title, “Harvesting Hope” mean?   

 What was the author’s purpose for writing this true story of Cesar Chavez?  Why is it important for us to 

understand such stories of courage from our country’s history?   

 
IV. SMALL GROUPS 

 

 P. 25: Using the map, have students locate Delano (beginning of 300-hundred-mile-march) and endpoint 
Sacramento.  Ask students to infer why the farm workers were going to march all that way to ask the government 
to help (publicity for their cause). 

 

 P. 33: Have students locate Fresno, Modesto, and then Stockton on the map.  Reread the second sentence and 
have students relate the cause (the decision to march for publicity of the problem) to the effect (increasing the 
knowledge among those who had not known, growing support for the cause).   

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 


