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HENRY & LEO  

AUTHOR: PAMELA ZAGARENSKI 

ILLUSTRATOR: PAMELA ZAGARENSKI  

See a video of the book read aloud here: Henry & Leo 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Leo isn’t just a stuffed toy, he is Henry’s best friend and brother. He is as real as a tree, a 

cloud, the sun, the moon, the stars, and the wind. But when the two are accidentally 

separated, no one in Henry’s family believes Leo is real enough to find his way home. 

With beautiful mixed-media paintings, the Caldecott Honor–winning artist Pamela 

Zagarenski explores the transcendent nature of friendship and love. (Amazon) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 

Caldecott Honor Medalist Pamela Zagarenski is a brilliant painter of many worlds. As well 

as illustrating picture books, she creates sculptures and large paintings, which can be 

viewed at an art gallery in Mystic, Connecticut. She divides her time between Stonington, 

Connecticut, and her house on Prince Edward Island. (Pamela Zagarenski) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these prompt questions before reading the story to help students activate 
background knowledge and make predictions:  

• I wonder why this boy has a bed outside?  

• Whisper to your neighbor what else you notice about the cover. 

• Tell your neighbor what kind of story this might be and which one is Henry and 

which is Leo. 

• As I read the story, I want you to notice how Henry’s expression changes.  

DURING THE STORY  

Use these prompts questions while reading the story to help students interpret the action 
and content:  

• (title page) How do we know if this book will be fiction or non-fiction? 

• (p. 2) I wonder what the author meant by saying Henry and Leo were 

inseparable. Any guesses? 

• (p. 6) Whisper to your neighbor why Henry wanted to believe Leo was real. 

• (p. 12) Tell me about a time when you felt like Henry. 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Empathy 

• Imagination 

• Animals 

• Growing up 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

HENRY & LEO 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuOkSQp6oY4&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc&index=102
https://www.amazon.com/Henry-Leo-Pamela-Zagarenski-ebook/dp/B01I4FPKHK/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1503092239&sr=8-2&keywords=Pamela+Zagarenski
http://www.kidsreads.com/authors/pamela-zagarenski


• (p. 24) Do you notice anything different about Henry’s yard? 

• (p. 28) What were Henry’s mom and dad thinking when Henry found Leo? 

AFTER READING  

Use these prompts questions while after reading the story to help students understand what they just read:  

• (p. 20) Why did the author choose not to write words for these pages? 

• Is Leo real? Why? Why not? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• What kind of situations would you want a stuffed animal to become real? 

• What could you say to someone who doesn’t agree with you 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• (Reader: find illustrations that show a feeling or mood) Look at how the author used the illustrations to express a 

feeling or a mood. Without using words, show me a happy/sad/confused/tired/excited/worried/relieved face. 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Conduct a picture walk and let each child find their favorite page and explain why. 

• Why did the author choose to write this story about Henry? 

• What kind of details and textures did the author use to make us feel a special way? 

• Have you ever had an imaginary friend that you wish could have become real? 

• Do you have any toys that you wish are real? What adventures would you have together? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Retell the story in sequence with each child orally adding a sentence for the pages with no words.  

2. WRITING ACTIVTY 

• Write about an adventure you would have with an imaginary friend/a toy that was real.  

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Think about or create your own imaginary friend.  Draw it and label the parts that make it so special. 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.K.1, K.2, K.3, K.4. 

 

 


