
WORDS ALIVE: HILDA MUST BE DANCING, UPDATED 2/15/2019, PAGE 1 
 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Dancing 

• Jungle animals 

• Habitats 

• Rhyming story 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

HILDA MUST BE 
DANCING 

HILDA MUST BE DANCING  

AUTHOR:  KARMA WILSON 

ILLUSTRATOR:  SUZANNE WATTS 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Hilda Must Be Dancing 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

The earth is quaking, the jungle floor is shaking! What's going on? Oh no--Hilda must be dancing! 

And when hippos dance all sorts of catastrophes can happen. Her friends wish she would take up 

a less destructive hobby. Hilda tries new activities but nothing is as fun as dancing! Will Hilda be 

able to pursue her dreams and keep her friends? Vibrant, funny illustrations and boisterous rhyme 

make this a memorable read aloud 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Karma Wilson was an only child who grew up in Idaho and developed a love of reading at an early 

age. She was reading a novel a day by the age of eleven. Karma never considered a writing career 

until she and her husband used a tax refund to buy a computer. Determined to make the machine 

pay for itself, Karma learned to type and decided to try her hand at writing. After countless 

rejections, Bear Snores On was released in 2002 and made it on both The New York Times and 

Publishers Weekly bestseller lists for children's books. Since then, she has had more than 30 other 

books accepted for publication. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Suzanne Watts was born and bred in Gloucestershire, England.” When I was a child I spent a lot of 

time outdoors in the countryside and I loved animals especially horses. When I came home I 

would try to draw them. I also had a Disney annual and a Rupert the Bear book. The bright 

colorful images and line work really inspired me and I would sit for hours copying the pictures. 

This combined with a love of books and a very active imagination was the start of my interest in 

illustration”. (insightintoillustration.blogspot.com) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• (cover) What kind of animal might be in this story? 

• (title page) Look at these shoes. What is the hippo doing? 

• (back cover) During the story I will be pointing to the phrase “Hilda must be dancing”. I 

would like you say them out loud with me when we come to them. 

https://youtu.be/JxnDHof3570


• Who knows what a “hobby” is? (reader: give some examples of hobbies) 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content. Emergent Literacy (Comprehension - connections 
to world/self - print referencing - open ended questions - phonological awareness). 

• (p. 1-2) I wonder what Hilda is feeling in this picture? What about the monkey? 

• (p. 3-4) Do you think Hilda is dancing loudly or softly? What makes you think that? 

• (p. 5-6) What are the other animals thinking? Say these words with me: “HILDA MUST BE DANCING!”. 

• (p. 7-8) Why are the bananas falling from the trees? 

• (p. 9-10) What do think the monkeys are thinking? Why do you think that? 

• (p. 11-12) What is Hilda’s hobby in this picture? What is happening to the monkeys? 

•  (p.17-18) What hobby is Hilda trying next? How do you know what the animals think of Hilda’s singing? 

• (p. 21-22) (Point to words in bold print) What kind of animals are in the picture? 

• (p. 23-24) How do you know if Hilda likes swimming? 

• (p. 27-28) What do the other animals feel about Hilda’s new hobby? How do you know? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Have you ever tried something new? 

• Do you have any hobbies? 

• What are some hobbies that Hilda tried? 

• Do you have any ideas for other hobbies that Hilda might have tried? 

• What kinds of dances do you like? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Let’s stand up and dance – twist and turn, twirl and whirl. (reader: if you have access to a lively piece of music, play that for 

the children) 

• Pretend to swim like Hilda. 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Turn to your neighbor and hum a song – that means don’t use words, just hum. See if your neighbor knows what you are 

singing. 

EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Pass out paper and crayons/colored pencils to the children. Have them draw their favorite part of the story. 


