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HOORAY FOR HAT  

AUTHOR: BRIAN WOO 

ILLUSTRATOR: BRIAN WOO  

See a video of the book read aloud here: Hooray for Hat! 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Elephant wakes up grumpy—until ding, dong! What’s in the surprise box at the front door? A hat! 

HOORAY FOR HAT! Elephant marches off to show Zebra, but Zebra is having a grumpy day, too—

until Elephant shares his new hat and cheers up his friend. Off they march to show Turtle! The 

parade continues as every animal brightens the day of a grumpy friend. An irresistible celebration 

of friendship, sharing, and fabulous hats. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 

Brian Woo wore many hats as a busboy, shoe salesman, art store cashier, art director, and 

designer before he turned his talents to illustrating children's books.   A Chicago native, Brian 

graduated from California’s Art Center College of Design with an honorary ninth term before co-

founding National Television, a design and animation company. Brian's awards include the Silver 

Medal by the Society of Illustrators and the 2012 Mentorship Award from the Society of Children’s 

Book Writers and Illustrators.  He currently lives in southern California with his wife and young 

son. 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• Do you notice something familiar on the cover? What kinds of animals do you see on the 

cover of the book? 

• What do you notice about what the animals are wearing? 

• I wonder how the animals feel. Do the animals look happy or sad? 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these questions while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content: 

 
•  (p.1) What makes you think that the elephant is grumpy? 

• (p.3) How do you know that the elephant is VERY grumpy? 

• (p.5) What do you suppose is in the box? 

• (p.6-7) How do you think the elephant feels now?  Why do you think he feels this way? 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Feelings 

• Friendship 

• Small acts of 

kindness 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

HOORAY FOR HAT 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jcsgrUfsZow&index=106&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


• (p.8-9) How do you think the zebra feels?    What do you think that the elephant will do to make the zebra feel better? 

• (p.27) What would you do to help the giraffe feel better? What do you notice about all the animals in this picture? 

• (p.28-29) What did the giraffe's friends do to make him feel better? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read: 

• How do you think the giraffe felt when all his friends worked together to make him feel better? 

• How does it feel to work together with others? 

• Why is it important to work together? 

• What are some other words for grumpy? 

• What do you think made the animals happy? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• On the count of three…show me your grumpy face; then show me your happy face. 

• Turn to a friend and tell them how you like to be cheered up when you’re grumpy. 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Touch your nose if you think the hat made the animals happy. 

• Pat your tummy if you think friends made the animals happy. 

1. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

Sing the song “If You’re Happy and you Know it.” 
Draw pictures of things that make you happy. 
 


