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INTO THE A, B, SEA  

AUTHOR: DEBORAH ROSE LEE 

ILLUSTRATOR: STEVEN JENKINS  

See a video of the book read aloud here: Into the A, B, Sea 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

An alphabet book featuring twenty-six animals found in the ocean and including endnotes giving 
additional details about each of these sea creatures. Steve Jenkins uses paper collage, capturing 
textures and colors of marine animals and plants. Science writer and sea lover Deborah Lee Rose’s 
text uses rhyming couplets as “eels explore and flying fish soar” through the sea. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Deborah Lee Rose writes fiction and nonfiction books for children about bald eagles, koala 

rescue, a school spelling bee, ocean animals, kindergarten, the seasons, sleepy time and much 

more. She attended Cornell University where she first started learning about ecology and the 

environment. She lives in California and discovered her deep love for the ocean on the many trips 

she took with her children to visit the Monterey Bay Aquarium and Monterey Bay National Marine 

Sanctuary. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Steve went to art school in North Carolina, where he studied graphic design. Then he moved to 
New York City and worked with his wife, Robin Page, in their small graphic design firm. Robin is 
also an author and illustrator and a frequent collaborator (they've made sixteen children's books 
together). They now live in Boulder, Colorado, with their three children in a house that was built 
in the 1880s. His children ask him a lot of questions, which give him ideas for stories.  

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• What animal do you notice on the cover? 

• What is the blue? 

• What are the dots in the blue? 

• (reader: open up the book to show both the front and back covers together) What do 

you see? I didn’t know there was another penguin before I looked at the two covers 

together. Did you? 

• Keep an eye on the illustrations and think about how they might have been created. 

We’ll talk about it when we’re done reading the story. 

DURING THE STORY  

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Alphabet 

• Ocean 

• Marine animals 

• Action 

vocabulary 

• Rhyming 

Tips for every book! 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

INTO THE A, B, SEA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KIsDX2ABttk


Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

Emergent Literacy (Comprehension - connections to world/self - print referencing - open ended questions - phonological awareness). 

Use these questions while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content 

• (title page) What kind of sea animal is on this page? 

• (p. 11) What do you think the rhyming word is going to be for the humpbacks? 

• (p. 13) Does anyone know what this insect is called? (water strider) 

• (p. 19) I wonder what all the black stuff is around the octopus. Here’s a hint: it helps them hide from their prey. 

• (p.29) Why do you think this is called an umbrellamouth? 

• (p. 34-35) These are very small fish. Do you know what large sea animals eat the zooplankton? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• If there is one animal shown for each letter of the alphabet, does anyone know how many that is? 

• How do you think the illustrations were made? 

• Look at the back of the book, after the story is done. There is a glossary with lots of interesting facts about what we just 

read. Let’s read a few of them. 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Some of these animals live in the ocean near us. Has anyone seen a dolphin or a grey whale? Or maybe at Sea World? Or 

Scripps Aquarium? 

• Did you know that you could see sea stars and anemones in the tidepools right here in San Diego? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Pick one of the sea animals shown in this book and describe it to the person next to you. (Have a few students share with 

the class). 

• (Have students stand) Let’s all move like an octopus (hide); a dolphin (spin); a jellie (dance) 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Why did the author use the word Sea in the title?  

• As we read the story, let’s think about where in the world these sea animals might live. 

•  (reader: open up the book to show both the front and back covers together) What do you see? I didn’t know there was 

another penguin before I looked at the two covers together. Did you? 

• Keep an eye on the illustrations and think about how they might have been created. We’ll talk about it when we’re done 

reading the story. 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Create one of the sea animals in the book with torn paper glued onto construction paper. 

2. WRITING ACTIVTY 

• Go through the book and pick out all the verbs. Going around the table/circle have each student write down one of the 

verbs in list form. Continue going around until all verbs are written. Have each student try to perform the activities on 

his/her paper. 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Think of an ocean animal that is not in this book. Draw it and write the verb that describes how it moves. 

• Create a new cover for the book. 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

Common Core links: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1, K.2, K.4, K.5, K.7, K.10 


