
Read Aloud Program: Small Group Integrative Strategy Guide  

Title:   Kamishibai Man 

Author:    Allen Say 

Themes: Aging, change 

Vocabulary: aging, generational, rickety 

Hear the book read aloud here: Kamishibai Man    

Items Needed for Center:  device to show videos; globe 

Volunteer readers should review the Afterword at the end of the story for relevant 
background information beforehand.  

I. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 
• Tell students that Allen Say, both the author and illustrator of this story, grew up in Japan.  When 

he was a child, he couldn’t wait to see the kamishibai man.  The Japanese word kamishibai means 
“paper theater”.   

• Have students identify things they see in the cover illustration and share their “think alouds” (I 
wonder why there is a bicycle, I wonder what things are in the drawer that is pulled out, I wonder 
how a paper theater worked, etc.). 

• On p. 3, read aloud the first four paragraphs (omitting the final paragraph) from the Foreward 
written by Allen Say.  Then have students discuss learned information that answers their “think 
alouds”. 

II.   INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
DURING READING  

• Pp. 4-5: Read; have students infer what Jiichan used to do, citing evidence from the text.  Ask them 
for examples of “showing writing” (when an author “shows” the reader information about a character 
rather than tells the reader qualities about a character) and what information is learned ( he really 
loved his days as a kamishibai man because he hasn’t spoken in three days, has kept his bike in good 
order so he probably hoped to one day return to his role as a kamishibai man, etc.). 

Have students describe Jiichan’s appearance in the illustration (old, gray hair, etc.).   

• Pp. 6-7: Read; identify more examples of “showing writing” and what it tells us about Jiichan’s happy 
mood at finally returning to what he loved after so many years (humming, etc.).  Have students note 
details about the setting (country, only two homes far apart, etc.).  Point out the kamishibai on the 
back of his bike. 

• Pp. 8-9: Read; discuss the differences in the setting.  Ask students what the “showing writing” tells us 
when it says that he stopped humming.  Have students infer why the setting and noises are so 
different to him (so many years have passed since he was a kamishibai man). 

•Pp 10-11: Read; ask students what changes Jiichan notices from his memories before. 

•Pp. 12-13; Read; ask students for examples of “showing writing” and what we learn (pats each picture 
card, starts to hum again, calls the candies jewels, etc.). 

•Pp. 14-15: Read; ask students to infer what is happening on p.15 (his memories of his daily arrival from 
years ago). Have students predict what they think might happen, and why (probably no one will come 
since everything is so built up from the way it used to be). 

★ 3rd Grade Common Core Reading Standard ★ 

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, 
lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

https://youtu.be/W8kmIiFvcds?list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


•Pp. 16-17: Before reading, have students note changes in the illustrations (Jiichan has black hair, 
previous illustrations had gray backgrounds but now they gray is gone, etc.).  Ask students to predict 
why the illustrations are different (they are flashbacks in Jiichan’s memory to his happy days as a 
young kamishibai man).  Read. 

•Pp. 18-19: Read; note the changes in the illustrations (still a flashback).  Help students understand the 
significance of the advent of television.  Have students predict why children were so excited each day 
when the kamishibai man came (since there was no television, it was their only daily source of 
entertainment).   

Using cause → effect, have students identify the advent of television as a cause and then decide what 
might be a possible effect (maybe children will no longer come to hear the kamishibai man because 
they will eventually have televisions in their homes).  Remind students that an effect is what happens 
and a cause is what makes something happen.   

•Pp. 20-21: Read; note changes in the illustrations (still a flashback).  Point out the simile on p. 20 and 
ask students what two things are being compared using like or as (tv antennas/ weeds in springtime) 
and what it conveys.  Ask students to discuss the feeling tone of the text/illustration on p. 21 (he is 
realizing that he is no longer needed or wanted by children). 

•Pp. 22-23: Read; note changes in the illustrations (still a flashback).  Ask students to share their 
thoughts on the little girl shushing the kamishibai man and whether that had likely happened before. 

•Pp. 24-25: Read p. 24 first; ask students for examples of “showing writing” and what they convey (the 
boy didn’t look at the pictures; only looking at the kamishibai man; boy smiled now and then).  Read 
p. 25; discuss turning point.  Note changes in the illustration (still a flashback).  Have students predict 
how the illustrations might change on the next pages (back to present). 

•Pp. 26-27: Read; note changes in the illustrations (back to present).  Flip to previous page and then 
back, and ask students what they observe about the illustration (same position, same place but the 
setting denotes the passage of many years).  Discuss the generational passage of time and the 
significance of the children now as adults with happy memories of the kamishibai man. 

•Pp. 28-29: Read: have students share their impressions of how the kamishibai man is probably feeling, 
and why they think so.  Point out the movie camera. 

•Pp. 30-31: Read; have students connect the movie camera from the previous page to the filming of the 
featured story of the kamishshibai man on the evening news.   Ask students to identify the multiple 
examples of “showing writing”  and what they tell us about Jiichan and his day (he loved being back; 
he believes the adult generation of his former followers will come to hear him during their work days; 
he anticipates twice the number of attendees than ever before, etc.).   

III.   INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
POST READING  

• Have students shares their ideas on the author’s message, and why.  

• Ask students to share their various feelings at different points of the story, and why they felt that 
way. 

• Ask students to discuss how Allen Say’s illustrations helped to tell the story. 

IV.   SMALL GROUPS 
• Using the globe, have students locate Japan. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6URceEr_zc  3:39 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtaj9K8A1cc (stop at 1:44) 

• Ask students to reflect on how different life was before the advent of television.  Have them imagine 
how their lives might be different in another fifty years.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6URceEr_zc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtaj9K8A1cc

