
Read Aloud Program: Book Enrichment Guide  

Title: Kitten’s First Full Moon 

Author: Kevin Henkes 

Age Range: 3-5  

Topics/Themes: Kittens, infancy, the moon, night, reflections, new experiences 

Vocabulary: “full” moon; “kitten” vs cat, reflection  

See example of this book read aloud: Kitten's First Full Moon 

Enrichment Activities 

I. COMPONENTS OF BOOK (REVIEW EACH SESSION) 
a. Author, Illustrator (roles of each) 
b. Title; front and back covers; spine 

II. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 

• What do you see on the cover? 
• Read the title of the story: What time of day do you think this story takes place? Why do you think that  
• What shape is the moon here? Is the moon round every night? 

III. STORY TIME   
a. Discussion Questions  

• Do you like drinking milk? Why do you think kittens like it too?  
• Why would kitten think the moon is a bowl of milk?  
• When you use your imagination, what does the moon look like to you? 
• Have you ever eaten a bug. Was it tasty? 
• What else surprises kitten (how far away the moon is - no milk in reflection in pond). 
• What scared the kitten? 
• After reading: What other things might we find in the night sky?  
     

b. Other  
• Point out the Caldecott award medal on front cover.  
• Imitate kitten’s movements when reading, then do this together (stretch neck, close eyes, lapping up 

milk with tongue, etc.) 
• On way back to house retracing steps, see if children can remember (or reader uses same words from 

text) to describe where kitten walks (“by pond, past field, etc.) 
• Bring From Home: White paper plates to represent the moon, give to each child. Arch over body to 

mimic the path of the moon in the night sky. Place on the floor and pretend to drink milk, like kitten. 
Look for other circle shaped objects in the room around you.  

• Bring From Home: Explain the moon’s reflection in the pond. Bring a mirror to show each child their 
“reflection”. 

• Vocabulary: Talk about the difference between a kitten and a cat. A grown cat might know more so 
doesn’t confuse moon with bowl of milk. 

• Bring pictures of other phases of moon - talk about crescent, etc. 

c. Related Songs, Rhymes & Finger plays 

Five Little Kittens  (See video with words and motions here.)  
Five little kittens standing in a row (hold up 5 fingers) 
They nod their heads to the children so (bend fingers) 
They run to the left, they run to the right (run fingers to the left and then to the right) 
They stand up and stretch in the bright sunlight (stretch fingers out tall) 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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLJXZtIrrOU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eg56MaSa8kE


Along comes a dog who's in for some fun (hold up one finger from opposite hand) 
MEOW! See those little kittens run (let fingers run) 

IV. SUPPLEMENTARY ACTIVITIES  
• At lunchtime, pour students milk into small bowls and have them practice lapping up the milk like kitten! 

• Consider putting phases of the moon on your class calendar for a month, then coordinate with parents to 
have children look for the moon at least every few days to see how the shape changes.  They might be 
surprised that sometimes they can’t see the moon at all “dark of the moon”.  Use flashlight and globe to 
show how moon’s shape changes over the 4 weeks.  Trim paper plates to demonstrate the phases of the 
moon and post in a sequence on a bulletin board.  

• Discuss what other works begin with the /k/ sound.     
• Brainstorm words that rhyme with “moon”        
• Review other animals with different names for babies:  puppy/dog, colt/horse, calf/cow, piglet/pig, 

gosling/goose.  
• Look at night sky and notice moon as it changes its shape over several weeks.  Help your child draw a 

picture of the shape of moon each time to share with the teacher/class.    

Paper Plate Moon (source)  
Take a white paper plate and invite your child to glue oats, rice or other grains and cereals on it to create the crater-
like effect of the surface of the moon. Let it dry and hang it high on the wall, or attach it to the ceiling of the 
bedroom.
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http://www.staidenshomeschool.com/solar_system/MOON-ACTIVITIES.html

