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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Colors 

 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

LEMONS ARE NOT RED 

LEMONS ARE NOT RED  

AUTHOR:  LAURA VACCARO SEEGER 

ILLUSTRATOR:  LAURA VACCARO SEEGER 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Lemons are not Red 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Laura Vaccaro Seeger introduces young children to the world of color in this simple, original, and 

utterly beguiling book. As red lemons magically turn yellow, purple carrots turn orange, and white 

reindeer turn brown young readers’ faces are sure to break into smiles. (from inside flap) This 

book was designated an American Library Association Notable Children's Books: Younger Readers. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Laura Vaccaro Seeger is a New York Times best-selling author and illustrator who has won 

numerous prestigious awards for her contributions to children’s literature. Laura grew up on Long 

Island, New York, began drawing at two years old, and never stopped. She earned her BFA degree 

at the School of Fine Art and Design at the State University of New York. She was as an animator, 

artist, designer, and editor in the network television business. Laura has always wanted to make 

picture books for children. Several years ago, she decided it was time to try to get some of her 

books published. She was fortunate to meet her editor almost immediately and they are now 

starting work on their nineteenth book together. Her popular series, "Dog and Bear", is based on 

her beloved dachshund, Copper. Laura and her husband have two sons. They live in Rockville 

Centre, New York. Laura loves painting, writing, surfing, boating, tennis, running, playing the 

piano, and spending time with her family and friends. (studiolvs.com) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

(see above) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• Point out the components of a book: Title, Author, Illustrator; front/back/spine/jacket 

• Does anyone notice something unusual on cover? (red lemon) 

• I wonder what this book might be about? 

• (hardcover edition) Look what we discover if we lift up the book jacket. (point out the die 

cut cutout art)  

https://youtu.be/NpTY8I2T8aA


DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

• A red lemon is on the first page of book. Where did we just see that?  

• Lemons are not red. Lemons are ??? (have children fill in the blank) What IS red?  

• What color will be next? 

• reader: Encourage children to repeat or join in the text pattern (___ is/are not ___, etc.) 

• Look. The light is on in the window on this page. Watch carefully. What happens on the next page? Did anything else 

change? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Which was your favorite page? Why? Is that page also your favorite color? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• What can you find in this room that is the color of a lemon? What color is that? 

• What color are your shoes? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• (Bring in a lemon, apple, carrot, and other objects.) Whisper to your neighbor the color of each item I hold up.  

• I am going to say the color of something. It might be right, or it might be wrong. Decide with your neighbor which it is, and 

if you agree that I’m right, give a thumbs up; if you think I’m wrong, give a thumbs down; if you don’t know, thumbs to the 

side.  

Suggested Optional Activity: 

Sing this song to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It…” 

If you are wearing something Red, shake your head  

If you are wearing something Red, shake your head  

If you are wearing something red,  

Then please shake your head  

If you are wearing something Red, shake your head  

Additional Verses:  

something Blue, touch your shoe  

something Green, bow like a queen  

something Yellow, shake like Jell-O  

something Pink, wink or blink 

something Brown, turn around 

something Pink, wink or blink 

EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Which one of these items does not belong, is not like the others? (reader: find 12 photos – 3 groups of four – 

where three are alike, and one is not. Have children guess which one does not belong. Example: three animals 

and one object; three pieces of clothing and one book, etc.) 


