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LIBRARY LION  

AUTHOR:  MICHELLE KNUDSEN 

ILLUSTRATOR:  KEVIN HAWKES 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Library Lion 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Miss Merriweather, head librarian, is very particular about rules in the library. No running allowed. 
And you must be quiet. But when a lion comes to the library one day, no one is sure what to do. 
There aren't any rules about lions in the library. And, as it turns out, this lion seems very well suited 
to library visiting. His big feet are quiet on the library floor. He makes a comfy backrest for the 
children at story hour. And he never roars in the library, at least not anymore. But when something 
terrible happens, the lion quickly comes to the rescue in the only way he knows how. 
(amazon.com) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Michelle Knudsen is a New York Times best-selling author of 45 books for young readers. Her best-
known book to date is the award-winning picture book Library Lion, which has been translated into 
fourteen languages, has been performed as a musical stage production in Israel and South Africa, 
and was selected by Time Magazine as one of the Best 100 Children's Books of All Time. 
(michelleknudsen.com) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

As a child, Kevin Hawkes loved to draw and paint, play with modeling clay, and dig in the dirt. In 
ninth grade he built a life-size mountaineer out of papier-mâché, complete with a climbing axe. 
After graduating from college he worked in the children's section of a bookstore, studying the 
artwork in picture books every day on his lunch break, getting ideas for his own work. Kevin 
Hawkes likes drawing "enormous objects flying through the air and dramatic shadows." He also 
says, "It seems that all of my characters come from places where the lampposts are never straight, 
the hills impossibly steep, and the skies impossibly blue." (kevinhawkes.com) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• (cover) What do you think this book is about? Why? 

• I wonder how the lion got into the library! 

• (title page) What do you notice about this page?  

DURING THE STORY  

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Libraries 

• Following rules 

 
Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

LIBRARY LION 

https://youtu.be/cyuCOuJD4nc?list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

• (p. 1) What do you think stacks are in the library? 

• (p. 2) What is the most important thing to Miss. Merriweather? Why do you think this is so important to her? 

• (p. 6) How do you think the story lady is feeling about the lion being there? How do you know? How is the lion feeling? What 

makes you think that? 

• (p. 7) Why does the illustrator use such big letters in the drawing? Why is the lion roaring? 

• (p. 28) What are the children all looking for? Why isn't Mr. McBee looking for the lion?  

• (p. 33) Why did Mr. McBee decide to look for the lion? What does this tell you about his character? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Why do you think Michelle Knudsen wrote this book? What was her big idea or the message she wanted us to understand 

from her book? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Raise your hand if you’ve been to a library. What do you like to do in the library? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• (p. 14) Turn and talk to a neighbor. Why do you think Mr. Mc Bee is not happy about having a lion in the library? 

• (p. 22) Hang your head like the lion. What feeling do you have when you do this?  

• (p. 24) Thumbs up if you think it's okay to break the rules sometimes, thumbs down if not, to the side if you're not sure. Why 

do you think that? 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Do a picture walk, having students retell story in their own words  

• Look at the picture on the title page and on page 32. Compare it to the picture on page 40. Do you notice anything different? 

Why do you think the illustrator did this? (lion statue smiling on page 40) 

• Who are the three main characters in the book? How does each of them change through the course of the story? What 

happens that influences these changes? 

• Who do you think is the most important character in the book? Why do you think that? 

• Is it ever okay to break rules? Why or why not? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• How do facial expressions help us know what a character is feeling? (reader: Print images of faces showing various feelings 

and discuss what each expression conveys. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• Write three rules for a place you like to visit (e.g. grocery store, grandparents house, dance class, soccer practice,) and draw a 

picture of you at this place. 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• What if Mr.Mc Bee hadn't gone after the lion? How would the story have ended? Draw a picture showing this ending. 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-literacy.RL 1.1, 1.2, 1.3,1.4,1.7 


