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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Biography 

• Under the sea 

• Preservation 

• Following your 

dreams 

•  

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

MANFISH: A STORY OF 
JACQUES COUSTEAU 

MANFISH: A STORY OF JACQUES 

COUSTEAU  

AUTHOR: JENNIFER BERNE 

          ILLUSTRATOR:  ERIC PUYBAREL 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Manfish 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

This biography, lyrically written, tells of Jacques Cousteau‘s life from a young, inquisitive boy to an 

explorer and protector of the seas. He photographed the oceans and taught us about them. He 

enjoys the sea and is a diver. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Jennifer Berne is the award-winning author of MANFISH: A STORY OF JACQUES COUSTEAU and 

CALVIN CAN'T FLY: THE STORY OF A BOOKWORM BIRDIE. Her most recent book is ON A BEAM OF 

LIGHT: A STORY OF ALBERT EINSTEIN. Jennifer grew up in New York City where she was active in 

dance and theater as a child. She studied art and design, and worked for Andy Warhol at "The 

Factory." After a successful career in advertising, Jennifer began writing for NICK JR. MAGAZINE 

and writing books about the subjects she loves most—our amazing universe and the people who 

discover its secrets. She lives in a house she designed in the rolling hills of Columbia County, NY. 

She and her husband spend their summers aboard their sailboat, cruising the coast of Maine.  

https://www.literacyworldwide.org/blog/literacy-daily/2013/05/31/5-questions-with-jennifer-

berne-(on-a-beam-of-light) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Eric Puybarel was born in 1976 in France has illustrated several books for children. He spends 

much time diving and enjoys the sea. 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these questions before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

Emergent Literacy: (Comprehension - connections to world/self - print referencing - open ended 
questions - phonological awareness). 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OELqoc7Wqr8&t=1s&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc&index=149


• What do you think this book will be about? 

• I wonder what a manfish is? 

• How did the illustrator show swimming? 

• Introduce author and illustrator and explain how each loves the sea. 

• Have you ever been to the sea? 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these questions while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  
• (P.1,2) I notice that the illustrator did not write in a straight line. I wonder why? 

• (p.9) What words on the page can help us understand what fascinated means? 

• (p.9) Why did studying blueprints help Jacques understand size of things? 
• (p.17) What helped Jacques become a manfish? 
• (p.27) I wonder why the illustrator made the ocean dark? 
• (p. 27.) Who did Jacques think would be the most important caretakers of our oceans and our planet? Why you think he 

thought this? 

AFTER READING  

Use these questions while after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• What made this book a biography? 

• What can you tell a friend or parent about this book? 

BRING BOOK TO LIFE 

• How do you feel when you are swimming? 

• Goggles helped Jaques view underwater life. Hands up if you’ve ever used swim goggles? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Hold you breath until I say stop. Turn to your neighbor and describe how you felt and why you think Jacques invented his 

aqua-lung. 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

Use these questions before reading the story to help students in small groups activate background knowledge and make predictions:  

• Begin a picture walk, stopping at pages that interest children. 

• Read the author’s note at the end of the book. 

• “We must go and see for ourselves” - do you think this is a good rule to follow? Why? 

• When you have visited the beach, have you ever seen trash? Why could trash on the beach become a problem? 

• What areas of the earth would you like to explore? Describe them to the group. Why would you want to make sure that 

place was taken care of? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

1. Create a palm promise. Ask each child to draw around their own hand and write a promise in the palm of the hands of how 

they will try to take care of our earth. The palms can be cut out and used to make a classroom decoration or taken home to 

remind them each day of their promise.  

2. WRITING ACTIVTY 

Use these questions while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  
• Think about the world and something in it that you would like to take care of (place/people/animals).  Describe why it is 

important to you and how you would like to help to make sure it is always taken care of. 



 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

Use these questions while after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Make a poster illustrating something about the ocean or another part of our earth that we need to take care of (an 

environmental problem).  Display them in classroom, around school or in the neighborhood. 

(examples https://www.google.com/search?q=ocean+environment+poster)  

 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL 3.1, 3.3,3.4,3.6,3.7 

  

  


