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MANNERS AT THE TABLE  

AUTHOR: CARRIE FINN 

ILLUSTRATOR: CHRIS LENSCH  

See a video of the book read aloud here: Manners at the Table 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Children show respect for others when they remember what is and is not appropriate when 

eating. Each page in the book has a particular good manner, ending with the sentence: “He/She is 

using good manners”. Some examples: taking small bites, chewing with your mouth closed, using 

a napkin. There is the occasional child who is demonstrating what not to do. Illustrations a diverse 

collection of children, indicated by varying shades of pinks and browns. At the end of the book 

there are a few information bubbles about manners around the world. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Carrie Finn never thought that she would write books, much less books for children. However, 

after spending so much time with her 13 nieces and nephews, something must have rubbed off 

on her. She’s now the author of 10 titles for Picture Window Books. She stays busy by throwing 

pottery on the wheel, playing the piano, baking bread from scratch, and talking to the miniature 

donkeys on the farm near her house. Carrie currently lives in Waterloo, Iowa, with her husband 

and trusty sidekick, Dan. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Chris Lensch works with many different media to draw robots, children, animals, and more. He 

even created a set of placemats with illustrations and games on the fronts and coloring pages on 

the backs. The children on them look a lot like the children in the Manners books. And he loves 

being an artist. 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these questions before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• There are so many manners to know. I wonder which ones we’ll learn about in this book. 

• What’s happening on the cover? I’m curious to find out what other things are happening 

in the story. 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these questions while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Respect 

• Etiquette 

• Manners 

• Appropriate 

behavior 

• Diversity 

 
Tips for every book! 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

MANNERS AT THE TABLE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fe3Qxcjl4Bc&index=150&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


Emergent Literacy (Comprehension - connections to world/self - print referencing - open ended questions - phonological 

awareness). 

• (p.3) What does the author mean by “respect”? 

• (p.7) Show me your lap. What would happen if your napkin wasn’t there and you were eating? 

• (p.9) What is Georgia eating? Put your hand on your head if you have you ever tried celery. Keep your hand on your head 

and put your other hand on your tummy if you like it? 

• (p.19) This illustration looks familiar to me! Where did we see this illustration before? (I always have fun trying to find the 

illustration in the story that appeared on the cover) 

• (p.21) How does asking to be excused from the table show respect? Who are you respecting when you ask to be excused? 

AFTER READING  

Use these questions while after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Did you learn some new manners you’d like to try at home? What are some examples? 

• Which of all the manners in the book is the hardest one for you to remember to do? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Many times, we have special manners we follow with our friends, family, and teachers. Are there any manners you know to 

follow that are not in the book? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• As you (the reader) get into the book, the children can help with the final sentence on each page, first filling in the last word 

(on page 4) as you pause before the end of the sentence, then gradually they will fill in more and more of the sentence as 

you pause earlier and earlier in the sentence, until they’re reading/repeating the entire last sentence on each page (by page 

8 or 10). 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

• DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• What are some manners for playing on the playground? How about the library? (include other examples as you find fitting) 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• WRITING ACTIVTY 

• Create a list of acceptable and not acceptable behaviors. Put each word on a 3x5 card. Sort them into two piles: acceptable 

and not acceptable. 

 

• EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Please and Thank You and You’re Welcome in circle: Seat students in several small circles (to eliminate long wait 

times; can be done around tables). Place a bowl of crackers or other snack in one student’s hands in each circle. 

Student on right of student with bowl asks, “May I please have the (snack)?”. First child says “Yes, you may.” and 

hands the bowl to second student. Second student says, “Thank you.” First student says, “You’re welcome.” 

Second child eats the snack. Continue around the circle until everyone has taken a snack. 

 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1, K4, K5, K6, K7, K10 

 

 


