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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Science 

• Nature 

• Animals 

• Follow your 

dreams 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

ME…JANE 

ME…JANE  

AUTHOR:  PATRICK MCDONNELL 

ILLUSTRATOR:  PATRICK MCDONNELL 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Me...Jane 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

In his characteristic heartwarming style, Patrick McDonnell tells the story of the young Jane 

Goodall and her special childhood toy chimpanzee named Jubilee. As the young Jane observes the 

natural world around her with wonder, she dreams of "a life living with and helping all animals," 

until one day she finds that her dream has come true. One of the world's most inspiring women, 

Dr. Jane Goodall is a renowned humanitarian, conservationist, animal activist, environmentalist, 

and United Nations Messenger of Peace. In 1977 she founded the Jane Goodall Institute (JGI), a 

global nonprofit organization that empowers people to make a difference for all living things. 

With anecdotes taken directly from Jane Goodall's autobiography, McDonnell makes this very true 

story accessible for the very young--and young at heart. (amazon.com) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

In 1994 Patrick McDonnell created the comic strip MUTTS, which now appears in over 700 

newspapers in 20 countries. In 2005, McDonnell embarked on a children’s book career. 

McDonnell is involved with many animal and environmental charities, and is a member of the 

Board of Directors for both the HSUS and the Fund for Animals.  

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

(see above) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• (cover) I wonder what this book will be about?  

• This book is called Me…Jane and it’s written and illustrated by a man named Patrick 

McDonnell.  

• Listen to the story to find out about Jane and her monkey. 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

• (title page) Why is this book be fiction? or non-fiction? 

https://youtu.be/7qHMCsexZM0


• (p.7) I wonder why Jane wanted to read more about nature? 

• (p.15) What did the author mean by “observed the miracle”? 

•  (p.25) Is Jane’s dream possible? 

• (p.33) Do you notice anything different about Jane in this picture? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• We learned that Jane Goodall became a scientist who studies animals. Let’s create some questions together that we could 

ask Jane to learn more about her job as a scientist. 

• Using what we learned about Jane, how could we make our dreams come true? 

• What would happen if there were no one like Jane to care about monkeys? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• “Jane could feel her own heart beating, beating, beating.”  Put your hand on your chest and feel the beat, beat, beat. 

• (p.19) Give me a thumbs up if you have ever climbed a tree.  What did it feel like? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Whisper to your neighbor what you notice about the girl on the cover. 

• (p.35) Whisper to your neighbor about what happened to Jane when she grew up. 

 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Let’s look at all the pictures in this book and pick out our favorite parts.  

• Why did the author choose to write this story about Jane? 

• What would have happened if Jane grew up on a farm or near the beach? 

• What other dreams could Jane have fulfilled with her love of nature? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Show and discuss each page with the key words in the book. Use the vocabulary in a new sentence, (cherished, 

watched, studied, read, curious, stayed still, observed). 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• Draw a picture of Jane helping the monkeys. Write how Jane felt living in the jungle and describe what she might 

learn. 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

Explain what you are passionate about. Draw a picture to show what dream you would like to fulfill when you 
grow up 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.K.1, K.2, K.3, K.4. 


