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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Stars 

• Space 

• Constellations 

• Solar system 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

OUR STARS 

OUR STARS  

AUTHOR:  ANNE ROCKWELL 

ILLUSTRATOR:  ANNE ROCKWELL 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Our Stars 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Scientists use telescopes and satellites to study the stars. But even though they're far away, stars 

are part of your world, too! Just lift up your eyes to see. Anne Rockwell explains the universe with 

bright pictures and simple text in a book that will delight any curious child's mind! Our Stars is a 

simple introduction to the stars, planets, and outer space. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

“I was born in Memphis, Tennessee in 1934 but spent much of my childhood traveling throughout 

the United States. I learned to look, the most important skill an artist can develop. I can’t 

remember when I learned to draw and paint but I never dreamed of becoming anything but an 

artist. By the time I was 18, I was living on my own in New York City, working and attending art 

classes at night, and learning from masters in museums. I was sure that creating books for 

children was what I was meant to do. Some books I wanted to write struck me as suited to my 

husband’s style of artwork, particularly those having to do with the real world. Soon we were 

collaborating on books full time. After he died in 1988 our daughter Lizzy illustrated a picture 

book I’d written for him, "Apples and Pumpkins." Since its publication Lizzy and I have done 14 

books together, with more in the works! Leonard Marcus, that fine historian of children’s books 

has done a chapter on us in his book, "Pass It Down." It’s thrilling to see these gifts continuing 

through generations of the family! (annerockwell.com) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

(see above) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• cover) If we open up the cover to see the back and front at the same time, what do we 

see that we wouldn’t see if we only looked at the front cover? 

• (cover) What is the boy pointing at? 

• (title page) What do you think that is that you can see out the window? 

https://youtu.be/Y1cVbaMvngQ
http://www.annerockwell.com/about/23.html
http://www.amazon.com/Pass-Down-Picture-Families-Their/dp/0802796001/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1211742612&sr=8-1


• (title page) We see only one name on the title page. Who is the author and who is the illustrator? 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

• (p. 1) Do you think he counted to a billion? How did he come to that number? 

• (p. 3) Do you think the sun is hot? Why do you think that? How can we tell every day? 

• (p. 4) So we’re seeing old light. It takes so long for the light to get to the earth that, by the time we see it, the star is already 

gone. 

• (p. 5) Here’s a good word to know: constellation – something like a connect the dots game  

• (p. 8) The words that describe using the stars to find your way is “navigating by the stars”.  

• (p. 11) Which star shines on Earth giving us light? 

• (p. 16) Why is the comet melting? 

•  (p. 21) Why do you think no one has gone to a star? 

• (p. 21) What does “our universe will be a mystery” mean? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• (p. 1) Do you think he counted to a billion? How did he come to that number? 

• (p. 3) Do you think the sun is hot? Why do you think that? How can we tell every day? 

• (p. 4) So we’re seeing old light. It takes so long for the light to get to the earth that, by the time we see it, the star is already 

gone. 

• (p. 5) Here’s a good word to know: constellation – something like a connect the dot game  

• (p. 8) The words that describe using the stars to find your way is “navigating by the stars”.  

• (p. 11) Which star shines on Earth giving us light? 

• (p. 16) Why is the comet melting? 

• (p. 21) Why do you think no one has gone to a star? 

• (p. 21) What does “our universe will be a mystery” mean? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• (p. 18) Where is this crater – in the forest, the ocean, the desert, or the city? In which of these areas is this school? 

• (p. 20) If you know what a telescope is, put your hands over your eyes. (reader: chose two or three for their answers) 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• (p. 14) Talk with your neighbor about what the shapes of the moon in this illustration are called (full and crescent). Share 

your thoughts with the class.  

• (p. 16-17) If you have ever seen a comet or a shooting star, wave at me. 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Take a picture walk of this book – there’s lots of information to discuss on each page. 

• (p. 3) How is the fire of the sun different from a fire in a fireplace? 

• People in the desert and the mountains can see many more stars than we can see in the city. Why do you think that’s so? 

• (p. 11) What is the difference between a planet and a star? 

• (p. 16) Why is the comet’s tail shining? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 



• Print out some constellation connect-the-dots sheets (with numbers 1-20) from the Internet and have the 

children complete them then color them. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

Provide students with a phases of the moon chart, including what each phase is called (you may want to pick 

four phases: new, crescent, half, full). Have students copy the names of the phases of the moon and draw what 

they look like. 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

Provide students with two different sized styrofoam balls and a flashlight. Adult ties a string around each ball. 
Have students orbit the smaller ball (moon) around the larger ball (Earth). Have them work in pairs so that one 
can hold the flashlight (sun) and one can hold the balls. This will create phases of the moon, as well as sunrise 
and sunset. 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1, K.2, K.4, K.5, K.6, K.7, K.10 


