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PERFECT SQUARE  

AUTHOR: MICHAEL HALL 

ILLUSTRATOR: MICHAEL HALL  

See a video of the book read aloud here: Perfect Square 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

A perfect square is transformed in this adventure story that will transport you far beyond the four 

equal sides of this square book.  A perfect square has four equal corners and four equal sides. It is 

perfectly happy. But then it is cut into pieces, punched with holes, ripped, shredded, stepped on, 

folded, and crumpled. How terrible . . . except that now the square is a fountain, a garden, a park, 

a river, or a mountain. Perfect Square  is a book about shapes, colors, and creativity, but it is also a 

book about change, expanding your boundaries, and exploring everything that you can be. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 

Michael Hall was diagnosed as dyslexic at the age of eight. Though reading posed a challenge, Hall 

always was interested in writing. He studied biochemistry in college and became bored with the 

routine of work and wanted to go back to school to do something more creative. Hall published 

his first book in 2009 and five books later he figured out how to make a picture book. He thinks 

picture books are more than a stepping stone to other kinds of reading; they are a legitimate form 

of literature and art in their own right.  (Michael Hall) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• Let’s look at the cover. I wonder what this book will be about. 

• Do you notice the smile on the cover? I wonder how this square is feeling. 

• I wonder what the word ‘PERFECT’ means. 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content:  

• Let’s see if we can find the different shapes from the book in the classroom. 

• Emphasize the days of the week and point out today’s day (Monday, Tuesday, etc.). 

• Try to find the colors around the room. 

• Point out the different shapes need to make the pictures. 

AFTER READING  

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Creativity 

• Exploration 

• Shapes 

• Colors 

 
Tips for every book! 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

PERFECT SQUARE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkjgSOfc-mk&index=182&t=2s&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read: 

• Name the different shapes found in the book. 

• Why was the square sad at the end of the book? 

• What was your favorite shape? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Where can we find some of these shapes at home? 

• Turn to a partner and share with them your favorite color. Were you able to find the color in the book? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Put a thumbs-up if you like the color (insert color on page). 

• Raise your hand if you’ve ever used your imagination to fix a mistake! What happened and what did you do? 

1. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Give each child a square piece of paper (preferably different colors) and have them create a new shape or image with it. 

• Ask students to find the different shapes and colors when they are outside. 

 


