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PETE THE CAT: SCUBA-CAT  

AUTHOR: JAMES DEAN  

ILLUSTRATOR: JAMES DEAN  

See a video of the book read aloud here: Pete the Cat: Scuba-Cat 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Pete the Cat is going scuba diving! Before he hits the water, Captain Joe tells him about all the sea 

creatures he can encounter, and Pete is super excited to see a seahorse. But when he is suited up 

and swimming around, he has to search high and low to find the little guy. In this aquatic 

adventure, Pete makes a new friend and gets a big surprise! 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 

James Dean’s art has sold in more than ninety galleries and shops across the United States. He has 

devoted his paintings to Pete the Cat for ten years and has turned his natural love for cats into his 

life’s work. James published his first adult book, The Misadventures of Pete the Cat, a history of 

his art work, in 2006. He illustrated his first self-published children’s book, Pete the Cat I Love my 

White Shoes, written by Eric Litwin, in 2008, and the follow-up book, Pete the Cat: Rocking In My 

School Shoes, in 2011. James lives in Savannah, Georgia with his wife, Kimberly. 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• (cover) What do you notice on the cover? Have you ever seen this character before?  

• I wonder where this story takes place? Tell me more! How did you figure it out? 

• What animals do you see? Keep an eye out for these animals while we read! When you 

spot any of these animals on the page put your thumb-up! 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

• I notice Pete wearing something on his face! I wonder why he is wearing that. 

• Captain Joe says, “If you are lucky, you might see a seahorse,” raise your hand if you’ve 

seen a seahorse before! Where have you seen it? 

• (p.8) How would YOU describe a seahorse to someone? 

• (p.9) Have everyone stand and pretend to jump into the water and shout ‘SPLASH’! 

• (p.11) I wonder why this fish is called a swordfish. Any ideas? 

• Pat your head if you’ve seen a stingray before! 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Sea animals  

• Adventure 

• Discovery 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

PETE THE CAT: SCUBA-
CAT 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51outpDrm9o


• (p.14) Point out the school of fish on the page. Which fish looks different for the rest? 

• How would you feel if you saw an octopus up close like Pete? What would you do? 

• (p.19) I wonder who might live in a cave underwater. 

• (p.23) How do you think Pete will get out of the dark cave? 

• (p.26) I wonder what could be casting the shadow onto the Pete. 

• Raise your hand if you’d like to ride on a turtle! 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Recap all the animals they saw during Pete’s adventure. 

• Which animal would you like to meet underwater? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Charades: Have the kiddos turn to a partner and act out their favorite sea animal and have their partner guess the animal!  

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Put a thumbs-up every time you see any of the animals on the cover throughout the book! 

• Raise your hand every time you see a seahorse on the page! 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• What other animals would you add to the story? 

• Would you be interested in going on a scuba diving adventure or would you be more interested in having an adventure in a 

different setting? Tell me more! What are some examples of places you’d like to go? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Have students come to you and point to an animal in the book then have the student describe the animal and allow other 

students to guess the animal. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

Write a story about an adventure you would like to have. Where will you go? What would you see there? 

Describe the animals from the story and compare how the animals are similar and different to a seahorse. 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

Draw a picture of an adventure you would like to have! 

 

 


