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PRETTY SALMA  

AUTHOR: NIKI DALY 

ILLUSTRATOR: NIKI DALY   

See a video of the book read aloud here: Pretty Salma 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

When Granny asks Pretty Salma to go to the market one day, she warns her not to talk to 
strangers. But cunning Mr. Dog tricks Salma, and before she knows it, he’s wearing her stripy 
ntama, her pretty white beads, and her yellow sandals. And he’s on his way to Granny’s house! 
African culture and flavor infuse this inventive retelling of a favorite fairy tale, and the vibrant 
lively illustrations bring it to life. The result is a story that combines new and old and spans 
cultures as successfully as it has spanned the centuries. 
Goodreads.com 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 

Niki Daly is a South African author-illustrator whose picture books celebrate the imaginative 
powers of children and their magnificent everyday lives. Daly first became involved in drawing by 
using pencil stubs handed down from an uncle who painted watercolor pictures. Daly travelled to 
London at the age of twenty-four in order to pursue a career in singing and song writing. 
However, economic difficulties ended his music  career after two years, and Daly found work 
as a commercial artist, which eventually led to illustration for children’s books. Notable about his 
style are his abilities to view the world from a child’s perspective and to see the world in a 
rainbow of shades, reflective of multicultural modern South Africa.  
In 1980 Niki Daly and his family returned to South Africa after ten years living abroad. During his 
first years back in the country of his birth, Daly produced several traditional books for the very 
young. When he returned to South Africa, the country was experiencing great unrest as a result of 
apartheid. 
“I wrote and illustrated a number of books which reflected the lives of the children on the other 
side of the racial divide. In retrospect, I see these books (Not So Fast, Songololo, Charlie’s House, 
Papa Lucky’s 
Shadow, and All the Magic in the World) as half-way bridges between white and black children 
who live[d] separate and unequal lives determined by the appalling apartheid system. In order to 
do these books I ignored the myth propagated through apartheid and some political activists who 
said that there are differences between people.”  
As a writer, editor, and provider of art workshops, Niki Daly has furthered the creation of a body 
of South African children’s literature inclusive of all races and ethnic groups. His books are 
published locally and abroad and he has been shortlisted for the coveted Hans Christian Andersen 
Award, and most recently nominated for the Astrid Lindgren Award. He lives with his wife, Jude, 
also an illustrator, in Mowbray, Cape Town.  
 
-brightstarbedtimestories.com 

THE READ ALOUD 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Africa 

• Family 

• Fairy Tale 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

PRETTY SALMA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzi0UhCuAUE&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc&index=196


BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make predictions:  

• For this book, the author and illustrator are the same person. What does that mean? 

• I'm wondering what the setting of this book is? What do you think that? Why? 

• What questions do have about this story after looking at the picture in the cover? 

• Look at the title page? Tell the students this book takes place in Ghana. (Show on a globe or map). 

• The subtitle is, “A little red riding hood story”. Touch your head if you know the Little Red Riding Hood story (this will give 
you a read on how familiar the class is with this story and how much comparison they might be able to do). 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

Emergent Literacy (Comprehension - connections to world/self - print referencing - open ended questions - phonological 
awareness). 

• p.6. What do you think a ntama is from looking at the picture? 

• p. 7. Why did granny tell Salma not to talk to strangers? 

• p.13. Why did Mr. Dog want Salma’s clothes? 

• p.17 What is anansi costume? Why was her grandfather wearing it? 

• p. 19. What is an atumpan? How do you know? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• How is this story like little red riding hood? What are some similarities? Differences? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Do you wear any particular traditional cultural dress (costume) to celebrate events at any time of year? Have you seen 
others do this – in dances/religious celebrations/festivals? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• p. 9. Turn to your neighbor and talk about why you Salma was buying these items at the market? What do you think granny 
was going to do with them? 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Conduct a picture walk through the book and have the students retell the story 

• What clues in the book (words and illustrations) tell us that this setting is Ghana, Africa? How do you know? 

• Do you think that Salma is brave? Why or why not? What evidence from the story supports your answer 

• Do you think Mr. Dog is brave? Why or why not? What evidence from the story supports your answer? 

• Why do you think Salma gave her sandals to Mr. dog? Would you have made the same choice? 

• Look at the inside cover illustrations. What are they? How do they relate to the story? 

• Find your favorite page. Why did you choose this one? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Here are some other words from Ghana. Use them in a sentence to see if the students can guess what they mean. 

• Koo se —- sorry 

• Me daa si —- thank you 

• Adia— food 

• Pada — friend 

• Dasiba — hello 

2. WRITING ACTIVTY 

• What items would you have on a shopping list if you were going to the store? 

• Create the list and draw pictures of the items. 



3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Salmas grandfather was dressed as a spider and salma wore a boogey man mask to scare Mr. Dog. Draw a picture of a scary 
mask that you would wear. 

 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS. ELA-literacy. RL 1.2, 1.5, 1.7 

 

 


