
Read Aloud Program: Book Enrichment Guide  

 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
I. COMPONENTS OF BOOK (REVIEW EACH SESSION) 

a. Author, Illustrator (roles of each) 
b. Title; front and back covers; spine 

 
II. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 

 What do you see on the cover? 

 What do you think this book will be about? 

 What do we know about books? What do we do with them?  
 
III. STORY TIME 

a. Discussion Questions 

 What do you think this story will be about? How do you know it is winter? 

 What do we know about winter? How is our winter different than where it is very cold? 

 Talk about animals in winter. Which animals hibernate? Which do not? How do wild animals 
find food in winter? 

 
b. Other 

 Come to the session dressed in winter garb. Discuss each article of clothing and its use in cold 
weather. 

 Bring in pictures of different items associated with winter (sled, skis, mittens...) and ask the 
children to identify them. 
 

c. Related Songs, Rhymes, & Fingerplays 
 

The Winter Song (tune: Farmer in the Dell) 
Let's sing a winter song, 
Let's sing a winter song, 
The days are short, the nights are long. 
Let's sing a winter song. 
The winter wind is cold,  
The winter wind is cold, 
It freezes noses, ears, and toes. 
The winter wind is cold. 
Winter now is here, 
Winter now is here, 
Put on your coat, your hat, your gloves, winter now is here. 

Title: The First Day of Winter 

Author: Denise Fleming 

Age Range: 3-5  

Topics/Themes: Counting, sequencing, snowmen, rhyme, friendship 

Vocabulary: Bright, Mittens, Prickly  

See video of this book read aloud here: The First Day of Winter 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdDu-p3iLYA


 
Put a pile of winter clothing into the center of the circle. (Boots, hat, mittens, snow pants, scarf, etc.) 
Song: (sung to tune of "Are You Sleeping" 
"It is snowing, it is snowing, 
On my head, on my head 
I need a hat, I need a hat, 
On my head, on my head" 
As you sing name the body part, let the children pick out the correct article of clothing to finish the verse. For 
example, if you say feet...they would pick boots. Act out putting on each of these items of clothing. 

 
IV. SUPPLEMENTARY ACTIVITIES   

a. Make bird feeders using pinecones rolled in peanut butter and birdseed. Place them outside in a visible spot, 
and watch to see what happens! 

b. Geometry - Identify and describe shapes. Use the felt pieces to identify shapes – circles to represent the 
snowman, berries, buttons; triangles in the leaves, etc. 

c. Operations and algebraic thinking - Understand subtraction as taking apart and taking from. Use the felt 
pieces to demonstrate subtraction at the end of the story. Start with the peanuts and count as you remove 
the pieces. 

d. Earth and Space Sciences – observations of nature and the exploration of the natural environment. Discuss 
changes in weather. Why is it cold out? Where does snow come from? How is ice formed? 

 
e. HAVE CHILD TELL PARENT ABOUT THE STORY AND THEN MAKE Healthy Snowmen 

 These banana-based snowmen are decidedly more tropical than the frosty variety, and kids can 
assemble their own if you prepare the fruit for them. 
(a) For each snowman, you need three thick slices of banana for body, a grape, a sliver of carrot, raisins 

and a triangular piece of apple for hat (Tip: Poke a hole in the apple piece with a bamboo skewer 
first to make assembly easier.) 

(b) Have the kids slide the fruit onto the skewer, then use the carrot slivers for noses, raisins for eyes and buttons, 
and pretzel sticks for arms. 

 
 

 


