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Summary of Book

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the summary from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)

Growing up in suburban Detroit, David Hahn was fascinated by science. While he was working on his Atomic Energy badge for the Boy Scouts, David’s obsessive attention turned to nuclear energy. Throwing caution to the wind, he plunged into a new project: building a model nuclear reactor in his backyard garden shed.
Posing as a physics professor, David solicited information on reactor design from the U.S. government and from industry experts. Following blueprints, he found in an outdated physics textbook, David cobbled together a crude device that threw off toxic levels of radiation. His wholly unsupervised project finally sparked an environmental emergency that put his town’s forty thousand suburbanites at risk. The EPA ended up burying his lab at a radioactive dumpsite in Utah. This offbeat account of ambition and, ultimately, hubris has the narrative energy of a first-rate thriller. (www.amazon.com)

About the Author 
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the author background from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The author summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)
Silverstein worked for the Los Angeles Times as an investigative reporter, for The Associated Press in Brazil, and has written for Mother Jones, Washington Monthly, The Nation, Slate, and Salon.
Silverstein is a self-described "vole" in the newspaper business, and an opponent of what he considers "false 'balance'" in the news media. In 1993, Silverstein started CounterPunch, a political newsletter. Silverstein left this publication in 1996. He drew attention in 2007 for a report in which he went undercover as part of an investment group with business interests in Turkmenistan, raising questions about journalistic ethics. Silverstein said that he could not have exposed the willingness of the companies to work with a Stalinist dictatorship using conventional journalism methods.
In December 2013, Silverstein was hired as senior investigative reporter by First Look Media. In November 2014, Silverstein began writing for First Look's The Intercept and gained negative attention for an article on the hugely popular NPR featured podcast, Serial. He and his writing partner, Natasha Vargas-Cooper, were widely criticized for alleged poor comprehension of the case facts, controversial editorializing and their failure to fact-check which later resulted in three corrections. Various media outlets challenged their professionalism after they separately responded to the criticism with "defensive and, in many cases, snarky tweets".

In February 2015, Silverstein announced his resignation from The Intercept in a series of Facebook posts calling his former employers a "pathetic joke." Expressing anger and disillusionment towards the company, Silverstein stated, "I am one of a many employees who was hired under what were essentially false pretenses; we were told we would be given all the financial and other support we needed to do independent, important journalism, but instead found ourselves blocked at every step of the way by management's incompetence and bad faith.
Books

1. Washington Babylon, Verso Books, 1996 (co-authored with Alexander Cockburn)

2. Private Warriors, Verso Books, 2000

3. Washington on $10 Million A Day: How Lobbyists Plunder the Nation, Common Courage Press, 2002

4. The Radioactive Boy Scout: The True Story of a Boy and His Backyard Nuclear Reactor, Random House, 2004

5. Turkmeniscam: How Washington Lobbyists Fought to Flack for a Stalinist Dictatorship, Random House, 2008

6. The Secret World of Oil, Verso, 2014 (www.wikipedia.com)
Discussion Questions
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: As you read through the book, think of appropriate/applicable questions. Keep in mind that the questions should be directed to a 9th/10th grade reading level. Try to avoid yes-or-no questions without requiring further elaboration from students, e.g., how, why)
Title:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer:  If the title is self-evident, a question(s) regarding the title may not be necessary or applicable)
What do you think Radioactive Boy Scout is about? What can you conclude about the title?
Context:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Is the author simply a reporter of David’s experience or does he have an opinion of David’s actions, experiences and family life? Share some evidence from the book indicating the author’s opinion.
How did David’s family situation impact the lack of knowledge of what was going on in their backyard? 

Structure/ Narrative:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Character:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
David Hahn died at the age of 39 on September 27th, 2016, less than six months ago. How would his career been different if he lived longer? Would he have been more successful if he didn’t attempt to build a homemade atomic nuclear reactor at home? Or, was the fact that he attempted to make this at home what made him successful while he was still alive? 
David wanted to be nothing more than a nuclear scientist. After attempting to go to community college and enlisting in the Navy, he fails to become his dream. Would you consider him as a failure? Why or why not?

Do you think that David should have been punished for posing as a physics professor to solicit information from the US government? Why or why not? 

Content/ Plot:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
The author demonstrates that failure to consider the potential dangers of radioactive materials after the discovery of radium. How foolhardy doe that seem now? What are some other examples of failure were not considered? What did the boy scout regret to consider? 
How did David’s family react after learning about their living conditions while David was conducting his experiments at home? If he was your child or sibling, how would you have handled the situation? Would you have punished him for his actions? 

Did the information regarding the connections between the Atomic Energy Commission and the Boy Scouts surprise you? Did the relationship seem reasonable? Ethical? What are your thoughts and why? (www.grpl.org) 

Silverstein states that supervised guidance might have led David to different or more productive scientific experimentation. Can you see that as an option for David? Why or why not? (www.grpl.org)

David’s experiment spun out of control to some degree because his parents, teachers, police and the Department of Health failed to ask the right questions. Do you think that David would have lived longer if he didn’t experiment with this material? Do you think that the Department of Health and the police underestimated his knowledge and capabilities? Who do you think should be at fault? Why? 

If you were the police or the health department, what do you think you would have asked David before he started to conduct his experiments? Why are these questions important? 

10 General Questions for any book
1. How did you feel about the book?  What was the experience of reading it like for you?

2. What do you think the author was trying to accomplish with this novel? 

3. Who was your favorite character? What did you appreciate about him/her? 

4. Sometimes when we read we relate to a particular character.  Did you find anyone you related to in this book?  Why?   If you didn't, is there value in reading about people very different from ourselves?  

5. Consider the main character: what does he or she believe in? What is he or she willing to fight for?

6. At the end of the book, do you feel hope for the characters? 

7. Are any of the events in the book relevant to your own life? 

8. Was the story credible? The characters credible? 

9. What is the favorite book you've ever read, why?
10. What is your favorite Book -to- movie?  Why?  What were the differences between book and movie?  What did you like better in which version?
Enrichment Ideas for Discussion

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for facilitators to use during an ABG session, such as small group activities; accountable “talks”; games; role play; or props)
Enrichment Ideas for Teachers
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for teachers to implement book into language arts curriculum, such as writing or art projects; lessons; historical relevance; or vocabulary)
Review the article about David Hahn, that radioactive boy scout who passed away: https://arstechnica.com/science/2016/11/this-fall-the-radioactive-boy-scout-died-at-age-39/

Vocabulary Section: 

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Provide vocabulary that may be challenging for students in this section for teachers to review with their students)

Directions:

Use the Learning Targets and Success Criteria to select a passage from the book.

Give students 7-10 minutes to sit quietly to read the passage and write down their thoughts.

TIPS for using this activity:

1.  Read the questions out loud to get students thinking about the activity sheet they’re about to complete. 

2.  Read the passage out loud in the group.

3.  Encourage students to use their books to pull evidence to support their ideas. 

4. Give students 7-10 minutes to write down their ideas.

5.  Break-down in small groups to discuss their answers. Assign a volunteer to each group.

6.  Use different passages with different learning targets and questions. Have each group with the same learning target discuss their ideas and solutions and report out to the entire group. 

7. Create separate sheets, based on the number of learning targets, for all students to complete. When reporting out to the entire group, allow students to who have not already spoken to share. The purpose of the activity is to get as many students to speak and voice their opinion. Having them write down their ideas give the students an opportunity to have something to share with the class

Read the following quote from Radioactive Boy Scout: 

“His dream in life was to collect every sample of an element on the periodic table of elements.” 
After some thought, please write down your ideas about the passage you just read. Here are the questions that we would like you to answer:

1. What does this quote say about David? Why do you think his parents didn’t think suspect anything dangerous was going to happen?

2. What would have happened if the government didn’t interfere?
3. Do you think that David would have been successful if the government didn’t interfere with his experiment? Why or why not? 

4. What do you think kept David from pursuing his dream of becoming a nuclear chemist?
Note: Please be prepared to share your written thoughts and ideas with the class.
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Title: Radioactive Boy Scout


Author: Ken Silverstein





Purpose: The purpose of the Read Think Write Pair Share document is to help Words Alive volunteers increase high-level thinking and student participation with the classroom.








How to Use the ABG Curriculum Guide: 

1. Review the author information, discussion questions and enrichment ideas

2. Select a few questions (e.g. 5-8) to ask/review at the ABG session

3. Reword the question(s) to make your own. Think of good follow-up questions. (i.e., What is the character’s relation to the family housekeeper? Are social classes important in Iran? What characteristics determine a person’s social class? Describe the family’s social class.)
4. Do not use the curriculum guide as your only source of preparation. It is recommended to conduct your own research in addition to reviewing the guide. If the guide is too overwhelming, please just use the questions/information that is applicable to you.

5. Make the facilitation your own – showcase your personality. The guide is designed to provide suggestions. Your facilitation should not directly mirror what is provided in the guide.

6. If you need more support, please consult your site manager and/or the Words Alive Program Manager.

