
 

 Read Aloud Program: Integrative Strategy Guide  

Title:    Rapunzel 

Author:    Rachel Isadora 

Themes: fairy tale, folktale  

Vocabulary:  Longed, rapunzel, ails, sorceress, desire 

Hear the book read aloud here: Rapunzel 

Volunteer readers should read the back flap information regarding Rachel Isadora, especially about her use of collage in her 

illustrations. 

 

 
 

I. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 
 Ask students to share observations about the cover illustration that might indicate character or setting 

differences from other versions of the story that the students might know, including the Disney movie version, 

Tangled.  What clues does the cover indicate about the setting?  

 Tell students that Rachel Isadora used a special technique called collage to create her illustrations.  Briefly 

explain the process. 

 Tell students this is a special kind of fiction genre.  Have students define fiction.  Tell them this story is called a 

fairy tale.  Explain that fairy tales usually have magic, spells, fairies, elves, witches, etc.  Tell students that 

beautiful characters usually mean goodness while ugly characters usually mean evil; problems in fairy tales get 

solved easily by magic; fairy tales end with goodness winning over evil; everything is resolved and fairy tales 

end with a happy ending.  

II.     INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
DURING READING:  

 P. 1: Read; ask students to define longed using context clues.  Discuss more about the setting using clues in the 
illustrations. 

 Pp. 2-3: Read; ask students to define sorceress using context clues (another name for a witch).  Ask students to 
define rapunzel using context clues (a plant).  Reread the last two sentences again and have students define 
desire, which appears twice in these sentences, using context clues. 

 Pp. 4-5: Read; ask students for textual evidence that the husband really loved his wife (“The man decided he must 
get some, no matter what”; does it again). 

 Pp. 6-7: Read; ask students to share the reason for (“terror”) and their opinions about the husband’s agreement 
to give away the future baby. 

 Pp. 8-9: Read; ask students why the sorceress named the girl Rapunzel. 

 Pp. 12-13; ask students for ideas on the mystery of how the sorceress and Rapunzel could have gotten into the 
high tower the first time since it had neither a door nor stairs.  Ask students why Rapunzel wound her hair around 
a hook before throwing it down from the window (to avoid pain). 

 Pp. 14-15: Read; have students identify an event they think is unbelievable (a prince who instantly falls in love 

with the beautiful main character in trouble, another common attribute of fairy tales). 

★ 2nd Grade Common ore Reading Standard ★ 

2.  Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and 
determine their central message, lesson, or moral. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Akd3PbnS_p4?list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


 Pp. 24-25: Read; ask students again about another mystery (how did sorceress get back up into the tower again 

without a door, stairs, or Rapunzel’s hair? 

III. INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 
POST READING:  

 Have students discuss the parts of the story that show it belongs in the genre of fairy tale.  What parts could not 

have happened in real life?  What are some parts that could happen in real life? 

 Discuss observations that students initially may have made about the setting.  Ask students where they think 

the setting was, using picture evidence from the story.  Could it have happened here in San Diego? Why or why 

not? 

 Have students compare and contrast how this version differed from other Rapunzel text versions and/or the 
Disney movie, Tangled. 

 
 

 
 

 
 


