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AUTHOR: ANDREA BEATY 

ILLUSTRATOR:  DAVID ROBERTS 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Rosie Revere, Engineer 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Rosie may seem quiet during the day, but at night she's a brilliant inventor of gizmos and 

gadgets who dreams of becoming a great engineer. When her Great-Great-Aunt Rose (Rosie 

the Riveter) comes for a visit and mentions her one unfinished goal - to fly - Rosie sets to 

work building a contraption to make her aunt's dream come true. (Amazon.com) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Andrea Beaty was raised in southern Illinois in a town so small she knew everybody and their 

pets. And they all knew her. She was one of six kids who spent their summer days traipsing 

through the fields and forests hunting for adventure. Her secret ambition is to star in a 

Broadway musical since she loves to sing and dance. She studied biology and computer 

science at Southern Illinois University. After that she worked for a computer software 

company. Technical writing was great training for writing for kids as it required super editing 

skills. Now she lives in Chicago with her family. (andreabeaty.com) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

David Roberts is an award-winning illustrator who has earned great acclaim for his 

distinctive style. He was born in Liverpool and studied fashion design at university in 

Manchester. After graduating, he worked as a milliner and a fashion illustrator, but always 

felt his true calling was in children's books. 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• Look at this cover! What do you notice?  

• What do you think an Engineer does?  

• What do you think this book might be about?  

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Perseverance 

• Failure 

 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

ROSIE REVERE, 
ENGINEER 

https://youtu.be/dZPG-0G9N24


• (p. 4) What do you think gizmos and gadgets are?  

• (p. 4) Why do you think Rosie works at night and hides her machines? 

• (p. 11) After her experience with her uncle, I wonder why Rosie began to keep her dreams to herself. Why do you 

think that?  

• (p. 13) What does linger mean? What’s another word for linger?  

• (p. 19) Why do you think the words on the page are written in a curvy way?  

• (p. 21) How do you think Rosie is feeling on this page? What clues tell you that? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Now that we’ve read the book, do you think it’s, fiction, non-fiction or not sure. Why do you think that?  

• Why do you think Andrea Beaty wrote this book? What message did she want us to take away?  

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• (p. 23) What does it mean to be perplexed? Can you think of a time you were perplexed? Who wants to share?  

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• If you think this book is fiction, thumbs up; non-fiction, thumbs down; not sure, sideways thumb. Why do you think 

that?  

• (p. 13) Turn to a neighbor and discuss: Why do you think great-great-aunt Rosie thinks she will never reach her 

goal of flying? What do you predict will happen? Share ideas back to whole group  

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Take a book walk through the pages, having the students retell the story. Throughout, Look closely at the 

illustrations and ask students how they enhance the understanding of the story.  

• (p. 15) What does “Questions are tricky, and some hold on tight!“ mean? Can you say this phrase in your own 

words? 

• (p. 24-25) This illustration has important historical information about the history of flight. (reader: read with the 

students) Are any of these people familiar to you? Which ones? 

• (p. 25) What does “The only true failure can come if you quit.“ mean to you?  How does this quote connect to the 

word perseverance? Can you share a time when you failed at first but kept going until you succeeded?  

• Do you think this book would have been different if the main character had been a boy? How?  

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Provide, paper clips, rubber bands, cardboard tubes, tape, etc.  have students build a gadget that will hold a 
marker or pencil for writing.  

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• Have children write a paragraph explaining the quote “the only true failure can come if you quit.” 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Draw a picture of yourself in the occupation you’d like when you’re grown up!   

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL 3.1,3.2,3.3,3.4,3.6,3.7 


