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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Community 

• Imagination 

• Creativity 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

ROXABOXEN 

ROXABOXEN  

AUTHOR:  ALICE MCCLERRAN 

ILLUSTRATOR:  BARBARA COONEY 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Roxaboxen 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Roxaboxen celebrates the imagination of children who, no matter the time or place, can create 

whole worlds out of what they find around them – rocks and boxes, cacti and sand. Marian and 

her friends find a special place in the desert where, they play the games that will prepare them for 

their grown-up lives. They make houses, drive pretend cars, bake bread, ride stick ponies, fight 

their wars and bury their dead. Drawn from her mother's reminiscences, McLerran's gentle text is 

both particular and universal, as she fondly tells this evocative story. (publishersweekly.com)  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

“I've had a lot of formal education: a Ph.D. in anthropology from U.C. Berkeley, an M.P.H. and 

M.S. from the Harvard School of Public Health. Although I've been writing and sharing what I write 

with others for as long as I can remember, I didn't start trying to publish commercially until 1984. 

My first book appeared the next year. I've also had a lot of other jobs, [and have enjoyed all of 

them. But I] have never found anything I love as much as I love writing (except being a mom).” 

(alicemcclerran.com) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Barbara Cooney, (1917- 2000), was an American children’s author and illustrator who wrote or 

illustrated 110 books in a career that spanned six decades. Born into a family of artists, she 

received formal training at the Art Students League in New York City before publishing her first 

book. In 1959 Cooney was awarded the Caldecott Medal for children’s book illustration for The 

Chanticleer and the Fox. She received a second Caldecott Medal in 1980 for her illustrations for 

Donald Hall’s Ox-Cart Man. Cooney’s 1982 work, Miss Rumphius, won the National Book Award 

for children’s picture books. (britannica.com)  

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these prompts before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• (cover) I wonder what these children are doing. What do you think? Why?  

• (open the book to show the front and back cover) Is this one big picture or two separate 

ones? This is called a continuous cover. Can you guess why it’s called that?  

• (title page) What do you think the setting of the book is. Why do you think that?  

https://youtu.be/ldps9quPEUY


DURING THE STORY  

Use these prompts while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content:  

• (p. 2) What does “ford a river” mean?  

• (p. 6) How do you think the children used pebbles for money?  

• (p. 9) What is a mayor? How is a mayor chosen?  

• (p. 11) Do you see with the colors amber, amethyst, or sea-green in this room?  

• (p. 13) What is a bridle? What could the children have used for a bridle?  

• (p. 21) What is a cemetery?  

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Why do you think Alice McClerran wrote this book? What did she want us to learn from her experience?  

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• (p. 13) Using your imaginations, get up and ride your horse in a circle. 

• (p. 20) If you have ever seen an ocotillo, put your finger on your nose.  

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• (p. 14) Turn to your neighbor and talk about if you think Roxaboxen was a real place? Why or why not? Share back with 

whole group  

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Let’s take a picture walk through the book and retell the story using the illustrations as prompts.  

• What is your favorite page of this book? Why did you choose that page?  

• (Reader: have the students close their eyes and reread p. 26) Imagine Roxaboxen. What stands out the most?  

• Why was Roxaboxen empty in the winter? Why do you think the children stopped playing there?  

• (Reader: read the first paragraph on the page after the last page of the story) Are you surprised to find out Roxaboxen is a 

real place?  

• What kind of imaginary games do you play?  

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Take a large piece of butcher paper or construction paper and place it on a table. Have groups of students draw 

a map of Roxaboxen, placing important features from the story (jail, cemetery, houses, river road, etc.) Use p. 8 

from the book as a guideline. Compare maps. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• The children had imaginary stores in Roxaboxen. Write a sentence telling what you would sell if you had a store. 

How many pebbles would it cost? Describe your item. Draw a picture of it.  

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Decorate a rock: Have students draw an outline of a rock (provide an example). Provide decorating materials — 
stickers, pom poms, collage materials, markers, crayons, etc. and have students decorate their rocks to use as 
the entrance to their Roxaboxen home.  

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA- literacy. RL. 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.7  


