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** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS 
WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

What do sharks like to eat? Which sharks glow in the dark? And why do some sharks never 
stop swimming? You’ll find out the answers and lots more fun facts in this shark-infested 
book. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Limited information. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Adam Relf is an illustrator with an eclectic range of styles; from traditional hand drawn to 
digital design. 
 
The main body of his work combines influences from film, fantasy and comic book imagery 
to create dark, dynamic, and highly detailed illustrations. 
 
Clients he has worked with include MTV, Sony, Nike, Nestle, Virgin Media, Made in Katana, 
Never say Die, Macmillan books, Penguin books, and many others. www.adamrelf.com 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• How does it make you feel when you see a cover like this? 

• Is this a fiction or non-fiction book? 

• I wonder why many people’s reaction is to feel scared of sharks? 

• What can you tell me about sharks? What do you know? 

• How big do you think the largest shark is? Any guesses? 

• And what about the smallest shark?... Let’s see if we can find out! 

TOPICS & THEMES: 
• Sharks!  

• Endangered 
species 

• Animals that 
are 
misunderstood 

Tips for every 
book! 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why 
do you think that?” 

“How do you know 
that? 

“Why do you think 
they feel like that?” 

SHARKS

http://www.adamrelf.com


DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  
• Introduce the idea of a contents page. What is a contents page? How can we use it? 

• P.5 What do we use instead of fins to help us to swim? 

• P.6 What would happen if we tried to breathe as sharks do underwater? 

• P.13 Offer a little perspective… Did you know, you are more likely to be killed by a falling coconut than a 
shark!  

• P.20 I wonder what this shark is reminding me of? 

• P.22 Would you like to swim in the Ocean with a shark this size? 

• P.28 Why do you think sharks might be in danger? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  
• Do you know of any other animals that are in danger if we don’t protect them? Think of animals you might have 

seen at the zoo for clues… 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• If you could safely come face to face with any wild animal, which animal would that be and why? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Ask children to volunteer to come to the front and try to get the other children to guess their animal by giving 
one verbal, one action clue and answering no more than 3 questions! 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• What was your favorite page? Why? 

• Did your opinion of sharks change as you found out more about them? 

• Glossary – Talk the children through words in the glossary and see if they know any of them already.  Then read 
the descriptions to them and see if they can match the description to the word. 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Using individual whiteboards, draw a picture that matches the words from the glossary.  Read the descriptions 
to see if they got it right. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

Think of other animals or things that help to create a disguise; e.g. snakes, tigers, moths, stick insects, deer.  
Now think of other animals that stand out, e.g. pink flamingoes, cows, sheep, exotic birds etc.  Create a 
camouflage for them! Draw a picture and explain why you have chose the camouflage that you have! 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

Visit www.usborne-quicklinks.com to test your shark know how in a quiz, or to watch a shark webcam. 

http://www.usborne-quicklinks.com



