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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Friends 

• Individuality 

• Animals 

• Restrictions 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

STRICTLY NO ELEPHANTS 

STRICTLY NO ELEPHANTS  

AUTHOR:  LISA MANTCHEY 

ILLUSTRATOR:  TAEEUN YOO 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Strictly No Elephants 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Today is Pet Club day. There will be cats and dogs and fish, but strictly no elephants are allowed. 

The Pet Club doesn’t understand that pets come in all shapes and sizes, just like friends. Now it is 

time for a boy and his tiny pet elephant to show them what it means to be a true friend. 

Imaginative and lyrical, this sweet story captures the magic of friendship and the joy of having a 

pet. (simonandschuster.com) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

“I started writing short stories in the first. About the same time I started writing, I also started 

performing in community theater. By the time I hit high school, I’d performed in more than a 

dozen productions. I wrote, directed, and produced my own children’s play when I was sixteen. 

That won me two scholarships to University of CA, Irvine. The summer of 2006, a friend dared me 

to write a novel, so I did. I now work with words every day, drafting, revising, copyediting, page 

proofing, or daydreaming the next project.“ Lisa now lives on the Olympic Peninsula of 

Washington state with her family. When not scribbling, she can be found on the beach, up a tree, 

making jam, or repairing things with her trusty glue gun. (lisamantchev.com) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Taeeun Yoo was born in Korea and grew up in Seoul in her grandfather's garden-house. She was 

raised in a large (9 altogether) traditional family and remembers many fun stories. Growing up, 

she watched her great-grandmother make traditional Korean costumes, and watched her 

grandfather care for his orchids and bonsai. Now her grandfather often appears in her 

illustrations. She studied Korean brush painting at Hong Ik University in Korea, and moved to New 

York to attend graduate school in illustration at The School of Visual Arts. She made her first 

children's book using etching, and she has illustrated many children’s books since then. Taeeun 

lives in New York City and enjoys walking on the streets, listening to street musicians, and drawing 

on location. 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• (Cover) Can you tell me what “strictly” means? 

https://youtu.be/vLZ4_PyqQ6Y?list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


• (open the book so both the front and back cover show) What else do we learn about the book if we open it up like this? 

• What do you think the weather is like? What clues did the illustrator give us on the cover? 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

• (p. 1) What do you think “never quite fit in” means? 

• (p. 2-3) What pets do you see in the windows? 

• (p. 5) How do you take a thoughtful walk? How does the illustrator help us to understand thoughtfulness? 

• (p. 10) Do you think the elephant is heavy? 

• (p. 13) Why do you think that the elephant is okay with the sidewalk cracks now?  

• (p. 14-15) What does the illustrator want us to see in the illustration? How does she do that? (color vs. grey) 

• (p. 22-23) There are some unusual pets on this page. Can you name some of them? 

• (p. 26) The sign they’re painting says “All Are Welcome”. What does that mean? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• What do you think happens next, after the end of this story?  

• Why would they let the boy and his elephant into the pet club? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• (p. 12) Without words, show me why you think the pet club didn’t want a skunk. 

•  (p. 13) Show me, by the look on your face, how the boy and his elephant feel. 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Think of a pet you would like. Give your partner three clues (what color it is, where it lives, what it eats, it has a short tail, 

big ears, etc.) and see if they can guess your pet. 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Let’s go back through the story and find all the ways friends help one another. 

• Examine pages 22-23. What would you need to do to take care of these animals? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• If you could have a pet, what animal would it be? Write the name of that animal on a paper and then draw the animal. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• List three thoughtful things that friends do for one another, illustrate these or create a poster. 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Make a color copy onto cardstock of pages 22-23. Cut out the pets and then the children separately. Have students match 
the child with their pet. They can use the image in the book if needed. 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1, K.2, K.3, K.4, K.6, K.7, K.10 


