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ADVOCATES FOR READING @




Summary of Book

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the summary from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)

A powerful memoir following Jeannette Walls through a nonconformist, nomadic upbringing, familial struggles, and eventual triumph.

Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, they lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who painted and wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family, called herself an "excitement addict." Cooking a meal that would be consumed in fifteen minutes had no appeal when she could make a painting that might last forever. 

Later, when the money ran out, or the romance of the wandering life faded, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining town -- and the family -- Rex Walls had done everything he could to escape. He drank. He stole the grocery money and disappeared for days. As the dysfunction of the family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to fend for themselves, supporting one another as they weathered their parents' betrayals and, finally, found the resources and will to leave home. 

What is so astonishing about Jeannette Walls is not just that she had the guts and tenacity and intelligence to get out, but that she describes her parents with such deep affection and generosity. Hers is a story of triumph against all odds, but also a tender, moving tale of unconditional love in a family that despite its profound flaws gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life on her own terms. (http://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Jeannette-Walls/19723841)
The Glass Castle is currently in movie production, set to be released in 2017.
About the Author 
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the author background from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The author summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)
Jeannette Walls is the author of three New York Times bestsellers also including The Silver Star (2013) and Half Broke Horses (2009); her personal memoir, The Glass Castle (2005), has been a bestseller for the past six years. 
Her early life is chronicled in the novel, and she now lives on a 205-acre farm in rural West Virginia with her husband, journalist John Taylor, and her mother. She interned and became a full-time reporter at the Brooklyn newspaper, The Phoenix, until 1987 when she worked for New York magazine as a columnist. From 1998 to 2007 she wrote for MSNBC.com on the “Scoop” column, and she became a full-time writer in 2007. Her work has been included in Esquire magazine and USA Today, and she has appeared on The Today Show, Primetime, The Colbert Report, and CNN (Wikipedia).
Learning Target for Discussion Questions:
· Forgiveness and empathy

Discussion Questions
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: As you read through the book, think of appropriate/applicable questions. Keep in mind that the questions should be directed to a 9th/10th grade reading level. Try to avoid yes-or-no questions without requiring further elaboration from students, e.g., how, why)
Title:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer:  If the title is self-evident, a question(s) regarding the title may not be necessary or applicable)
What does the Glass Castle represent? Does the Castle represent something different for Rex than it does for the rest of the family? Is it more of a metaphor than a reality? Does it matter that they never actually build the Castle? Why?
What does the title refer to and why did the author choose that for the title of the book?

Define “memoir”, “biography”, “autobiography” and “story”.
Context:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
How did you react to the first section of the memoir “A Woman on the Street?” Why begin the narrative this way?
Structure/ Narrative:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
This is described as an autobiography, why?

After having looked at the wedding photo of J’s parents, what were the thoughts regarding this photo before and after having read the book?

Throughout her story, love of family prevailed. What are some ways this love was exhibited and how did it keep the family together?

Why does Jeannette begin the retelling of her childhood with the story of her severe burning? What did you think when Jeannette was checked out “Rex Walls-style” from the hospital? (14) Why does Rex say, “You’re safe now” once the family leaves the hospital? What can this first encounter already tell us about Rex Walls?

How do you think Jeannette feels about “doing the skedaddle?” (19) When do these feelings begin to change and why?

Why do you think Rex never wants to discuss his home, family, and upbringing? (25)

Rex tells Rose Mary, “I told you I was going to marry you” (27). Is this romantic? What can this fact tell us about the relationship between Jeannette’s parents?

What do you think about Rex and Mary Rose refusing to let Jeannette and her siblings believe in Santa Claus? (39) Is this solely for economic reasons? Why would Jeannette’s parents do this? What do you think about the gift of stars and planets? (40-41)
How did you feel reading Rex and Rose Mary’s fight on pages 42-43? What is the tone? How is the Rex in this scene different from that of the last scene? How and why do Rex and Rose Mary so quickly forgive one another?
How does life change for the family in Battle Mountain? Even though it has been described as “the ugliest, most forlorn, most godforsaken town in the whole country,” how does Jeannette feel about it? (81)
Rose Mary believes in letting “nature take its course” (64) Can this explain why she often refuses to feed the family’s many pets? She also complains throughout, “I’m a grown woman now, why can’t I do what I want?” (74) Does doing what you want mean selfishness? Do you think that Jeannette’s mother is empathetic? What are some examples to support or refute this claim? At what point should adults be able to do whatever they want?
Who do you think was at fault for the fight between Rex and Rose Mary on pages 70-72? Do you think Jeannette’s opinions about her parents are changing? 

Why does Rose Mary try to hide her new teaching salary from Rex? (76) Even with her employment, the family is still running out of money. What is Jeannette’s tone toward her mother here? 

Why do you think Brian responds to his father’s question on page 78 with, “Yes?” Do you think Jeannette feels the same? Why or why not?
What do you think about Billy Deel (begins on page 81)? What effect does Jeannette’s mother saying Jeannette “should show some more compassion” have on Jeannette? Should Jeannette have compassion for Billy after he sexually assaulted her? (86) Why didn’t Jeannette feel like she could tell her father? What is Jeannette’s tone in describing the incident (83-85)? Why does she write about the incident with this tone?

Why do you think Rex tells Jeannette and her siblings that they can each only bring one thing to Phoenix? What does the geode represent for Jeannette? Does Jeannette seem to attach value to objects? 

Why does Rose Mary wait to tell her children that her mother, Grandma Smith, is dead until the drive to Phoenix? (92) What can this choice tell us about Rose Mary’s character or her possible relationship with her mother? 

Why do you think Rex loses so many jobs in Phoenix? On page 112. He tells Jeannette that the problem is the corruption of the electricians’ union. Do you believe this? If not, why not? 

On page 113, Rose Mary says that “God helps those that help themselves.” Do you think Rex and Rose Mary are trying to help themselves? Are the family troubles the result of bad luck or self-destruction? Do Rose Mary and Rex care deeply about their children? Does their inability to hold a job say anything about their empathy for their children?

Why does Rex stop drinking? (118) Why doesn’t it last? (123) What is Jeannette’s tone throughout these pages? How do you think she really feels?

What do you think of the decision to move the family back to Rex’s hometown in Welch?

Why do you think Jeannette didn’t tell her parents about being bullied at her new school? (140)

Why does Dinitia stop bullying Jeannette? Do the unspoken rules of the town about race influence her behavior? How does Jeannette’s visit to the pool with Dinitia change their relationship? (190) What lessons do you think Jeannette learned about race and racism from Dinitia and Erma’s comments? (143 for example) How did you feel when you learned that Dinitia later murdered her mother’s boyfriend?  

What is the difference in reactions between Lori and Rose Mary to Jeannette telling off Erma? (143)

Should Rose Mary and Rex have left their children alone with Erma after Jeannette told her mother that Erma touched Brian inappropriately? Do you think Erma did the same to Rex? If so, why do you think Rex would have left them alone to go back to Phoenix with Rose Mary?


How did you feel when the foundation for the Glass Castle began to fill with trash? Does Jeannette seem to give up after she can’t finish painting the house yellow? Why? (157)
“Dad had taken to disappearing for days at a time. When I asked him where he’s been, his explanations were either so vague or so improbable that I stopped asking” (171) Does Rex seem different than he had been when the family lived in the desert? How? Why do you think this might be? Why do you think Jeannette stops asking questions?

After Erma’s death, why do you think Lori and Rex react differently? (180-181) If Rex had been mistreated as a child, why would he defend her now? How do you think Jeannette felt? 

How did Jeannette’s joining The Maroon Wave begin to change her high school experience? (203)
Character:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Both parents were very intelligent and educated; why do they live outside the mainstream?

What ties the parents together? (dare-devils, love, spirit of adventure)

What, in your opinion, were the most positive- and the most negative- traits of each parent?  Can you give some examples?

When did the father start drinking and why?  Why does he start again after he had stopped?

Why do you think Jeannette feels particularly close to her father?

At which particular moment do you think that J. decided to leave her parents?

How do you feel about the older sister leaving?

How does the author describe the closeness the family shared?

Why do you think Maureen seems to have a more difficult time coping as an adult then the others?

Jeannette defies both of her parents for the first time on pages 219-220. Why do you think this encounter was the final straw for her? Why do you think “it never occurred to [her] to run or fight?” 

What do you think of Jeannette’s decision to move to New York? Discuss her early life in New York City (245-250).

Why do you think Jeannette’s parents never asked for any help even after living on the streets for years? 

Describe Jeannette’s reaction to discovering that her mother had owned land in Texas worth nearly one million dollars for Jeannette’s entire life. Why do you think Jeannette doesn’t react more severely? What does this decision on Rose Mary’s part tell us about her character? (Consider that asking Jeannette for one million dollars to purchase her brother’s half of land is the first time she asks Jeannette for anything).

Discuss the different factors that led to Maureen’s breakdown. Why do you think Jeannette feels so much remorse after Maureen moves to California alone? What makes Maureen different from Lori or Brian?

Why do you think Rex and Rose Mary didn’t seem more upset when they tell Jeannette that Rex is dying?
Jeannette spends very little of the narrative focused on Eric, although they dated and were married for years. What do you think of this choice?

Rex always asked his children, “Have I ever let you down?” This is also the last thing he tells Jeannette. Did Rex believe this?

Content/ Plot:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Why do the parents leave their house in Tucson?
Why does the mother decide to move to Welch?

What was Jeannette’s greatest fear about being picked up by the “welfare people”?

How did you feel about the three older siblings leaving? Why?

Why does the family run?

Why does the father say that they are running from the FBI?

Would you like her parents as parents?
Language and Symbolism:

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Was there anything you liked (or disliked) about the language in this book? (no self-pity, humor)

Ending:

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Do you think the author’s second marriage will last?  How is it different from her first?
Did you like the ending? Why or why not?

10 General Questions for any book
1. How did you feel about the book?  What was the experience of reading it like for you?

2. What do you think the author was trying to accomplish with this novel? 

3. Who was your favorite character? What did you appreciate about him/her? 

4. Sometimes when we read we relate to a particular character.  Did you find anyone you related to in this book?  Why?   If you didn't, is there value in reading about people very different from ourselves?  

5. Consider the main character: what does he or she believe in? What is he or she willing to fight for?

6. At the end of the book, do you feel hope for the characters? 

7. Are any of the events in the book relevant to your own life? 

8. Was the story credible? The characters credible? 

9. What is the favorite book you've ever read, why?
10. What is your favorite Book -to- movie?  Why?  What were the differences between book and movie?  What did you like better in which version?
Enrichment Ideas for Discussion

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for facilitators to use during an ABG session, such as small group activities; accountable “talks”; games; role play; or props)
Enrichment Ideas for Teachers
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for teachers to implement book into language arts curriculum, such as writing or art projects; lessons; historical relevance; or vocabulary)
Vocabulary Section: 

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Provide vocabulary that may be challenging for students in this section for teachers to review with their students)

Directions:

Use the Learning Targets and Success Criteria to select a passage from the book.

Give students 7-10 minutes to sit quietly to read the passage and write down their thoughts.

TIPS for using this activity:

1.  Read the questions out loud to get students thinking about the activity sheet they’re about to complete. 

2.  Read the passage out loud in the group.

3.  Encourage students to use their books to pull evidence to support their ideas. 

4. Give students 7-10 minutes to write down their ideas.

5.  Break-down in small groups to discuss their answers. Assign a volunteer to each group.

6.  Use different passages with different learning targets and questions. Have each group with the same learning target discuss their ideas and solutions and report out to the entire group. 

7. Create separate sheets, based on the number of learning targets, for all students to complete. When reporting out to the entire group, allow students to who have not already spoken to share. The purpose of the activity is to get as many students to speak and voice their opinion. Having them write down their ideas give the students an opportunity to have something to share with the class.


Read the following passage on page 280. 

“Two weeks later, Dad had a heart attack. When I got to the hospital, he was in a bed in the emergency room, his eyes closed. Mom and Lori were standing next to him. ‘It’s just the machines keeping him alive at this point,’ Mom said. I knew Dad would have hated that, spending his final moments in a hospital hooked up to machines. He’d have wanted to be out in the wild mountaintop and let the buzzards and coyotes tear his body apart. I had this crazy urge to scoop him up in my arms and charge through the doors—to check out Rex Walls-style—one last time. Instead, I took his hand. It was warm and heavy. An hour later, they turned the machines off.”
After some thought, please write down your ideas about the passage you just read. Here are the questions that we would like you to answer:

1. Do you think Jeannette has forgiven her father? Did she need to forgive him?
2. Is Jeannette empathetic, remorseful, or regretful in wanting to take her father from the hospital? All of the above? 
Note: Please be prepared to share your written thoughts and ideas with the class.

​​​​​

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read the following passage on page 
After some thought, please write down your ideas about the passage you just read. Here are the questions that we would like you to answer:

Note: Please be prepared to share your written thoughts and ideas with the class.

​​​​​

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read the following passage on page 
Read the following passage on page 

After some thought, please write down your ideas about the passage you just read. Here are the questions that we would like you to answer:

Note: Please be prepared to share your written thoughts and ideas with the class.

​​​​​

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Purpose: The purpose of the Read Think Write Pair Share document is to help Words Alive volunteers increase high-level thinking and student participation with the classroom.





Learning Target: Discuss empathy and forgiveness within the scene.





Success Criteria:  Students will be able to discuss forgiveness and empathy between Jeannette and her father at the time of his death. 
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Success Criteria: 
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Success Criteria:  








How to Use the ABG Curriculum Guide: 

1. Review the author information, discussion questions and enrichment ideas

2. Select a few questions (e.g. 5-8) to ask/review at the ABG session

3. Reword the question(s) to make your own. Think of good follow-up questions. (i.e., What is the character’s relation to the family housekeeper? Are social classes important in Iran? What characteristics determine a person’s social class? Describe the family’s social class.)
4. Do not use the curriculum guide as your only source of preparation. It is recommended to conduct your own research in addition to reviewing the guide. If the guide is too overwhelming, please just use the questions/information that is applicable to you.

5. Make the facilitation your own – showcase your personality. The guide is designed to provide suggestions. Your facilitation should not directly mirror what is provided in the guide.

6. If you need more support, please consult your site manager and/or the Words Alive Program Manager.

