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THE LION AND THE MOUSE 

AUTHOR: DARICE BAILER 

ILLUSTRATOR: JOAN SUBIRANA 

See the book read aloud here: The Lion and the Mouse 

   

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

A hungry lion wants to eat this little mouse, and the mouse has to find a way to stop him. Bilingual 

version of a favorite fairy tale, updated and adorned with simple, lively illustrations. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Darice Bailer has written many books for Little Simon, including others in the Matchbox series. A 

freelance journalist, Ms. Bailer lives in Wilton, Connecticut. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Joan Subirana lives in Spain. 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• What do you see on the cover of this book? 

• What do you think the story will be about? What did you use for clues? 

• (title page) I wonder if a lion and a mouse can be friends? It looks like it in this illustration 

to me. 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

• (p. 2) This story starts “Once upon a time.” If you’ve read or heard other stories that start 

this way, give me a thumbs-up. This story is a fable from Aesop. Sometimes stories that 

start this way are called fairy tales. 

• (p. 4) The author tells us that the lion has very sharp teeth. Why is she telling us about 

the lion’s teeth? 

• (p. 8) What is another word for clever? 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Trust 

• Friendship 

• Courage 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

THE LION AND THE 
MOUSE 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TlQs7fPpfRw&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc&t=0s&index=291


• (p. 18) If you have an idea about why the hunters needed to hang the lion from a tree, rather than leave him in the net on 

the ground, put your hand on your head. (reader: have students share their ideas) 

• (p. 19) What do you think the mouse is going to do? 

• (p. 20) How did the lion get to the ground from where he was hanging in the tree? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Have you heard this story before? Where? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• (p. 5) What would you say if you were the mouse? 

• (p. 6) Show me what you think a quivering nose looks like. 

• (p. 12) Roar like a lion! 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Turn to your neighbor and talk about what you think the story is telling us about being helpful. Share your ideas with the 

class. 

 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• (p. 10) When you take a deep breath, how does that make you feel? 

• (p. 14) The mouse says “Phew!”. What does that mean? How is the mouse feeling now? 

• Besides being a good friend, what else can we say about mouse? (trustworthy) 

• A fable teaches us something. What did we learn from this fable? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Make a list of good deeds you or someone you know have done in the last week. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• If you were to continue this story, what would happen next? 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Pick two animals, one large, one small (reader: give examples of prey and predator – bird/worm, shark/clownfish, etc). 

Draw a picture of how the smaller one might help the larger one. 


